I had assumed that belief in a Creation implied that everything around us
had divine origins and was thus guaranteed love, respect, and careful stewardship. The plight of our environment suggests otherwise. As the essays in
this thought- and soul-provoking collection demonstrate, creation care is
not automatic for everyone. And it won’t happen without commitment and
a re-examination of Scripture, our world, and our own faith. But my, how
the benefits are manifold, tangible, and within reach!
Shawn Lum
President, Nature Society (Singapore)
Read this book if you care for God’s creation! Written from the perspective
of people with deep roots in the “Little Red Dot” and Malaysia, these stories
and reflections demonstrate the personal, theological, and biblical underpinnings of the contributors. A privatised faith? Absolutely not! The ecological crisis cannot be avoided or ignored, but must be addressed by the
individual and the Church, whose missional quest in caring for creation is
gaining momentum. This book provides some thoughts and actions for us
all. “The earth is the Lord’s and all that is in it, the world, and those who
live in it!” (Psalm 24:1 NRSV).
Tan Yak-hwee
Associate Professor, Tainan Theological College, Taiwan
Katong Presbyterian Church, Singapore
If you have been looking for everyday stewards of the earth, you can find
them and their stories in this inspiring collection. They are people from
different walks of life who care about our environment and take action
through their work and in their daily practices. They walk the talk, and
are united by a strong common faith. Their stories are worth reading and
sharing.
Tan Beng Chiak
Educator
To bear fruit requires courage. This book encourages the Church, while
demonstrating the courage of Christians in tending to a Creation that is
groaning for Christ who is reconciling and making the whole cosmos new.

Inspiring, provocative and practical are the stories, reflections and interludes. The nurturing care of the stewards and contributors of this book
project is evident in the pages and have borne fruit. I commend this refreshing work to the Singapore Church in hope that she will live out her
mandate as God’s Gardeners and bear fruit—abundant fruit over all the
earth to the glory of God as the waters cover the seas.
Ronald JJ Wong
National Coordinator of Micah Singapore
Author, The Justice Demand: Social Justice & the Singapore Church
This book is a sign of hope. Christians and churches all over the world are
stepping up to love the people and places where God has planted them,
and Singapore is no exception. My love for God’s creation was first kindled
while growing up in this city, so I am greatly encouraged. Inspiring, practical, and biblically grounded, this book features rich stories and wisdom
from a diverse cast of creation care leaders and practitioners. Read God’s
Gardeners and be empowered to join in the good work that God calls all
of us to do.
Ben Lowe
Chair, A Rocha USA
Chair, Evangelicals for Social Action
One of Creation’s most distinctive features is that it is full of diversity and
unexpected surprises. God’s Gardeners is like a microcosm of Creation.
Just when you think that this book is about the theology of Creation, you
then discover that it’s also about giant fruit bats being durian pollinators.
Then as you’re getting your head around that, you are challenged to be salt
and light by modelling living within the ecological carrying capacity of the
earth. Next, you’re into a church building project—but with a difference.
And so on… God’s Gardeners takes you through a challenging but hopeful
and surprising journey—truly an original and inspiring book!
Simon Stuart
Director of Strategic Conservation, Synchronicity Earth
A Rocha International Trustee
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ForeWord
Peter Harris

M

any people who love nature think of exotic species
when they envisage rarities—but here is a true rarity—a book about the care of creation that is rooted in Singaporean and Malaysian sensibilities. It is essential that we
in the West listen and learn from the experience and reflections of Christians in this part of the world because they
have felt the great crisis of the loss of life on earth as directly
as anyone else on the planet.
If we are to truly understand the magnitude of challenges
that are global in scale, we must begin with careful listening
to the voices of different people who, in their own places,
in their own particular times, and in true community with
all that they come to know right there of God’s glorious
creation, have been prepared to love the places where they
live. After all, “[God] marked out their appointed times in
history and the boundaries of their lands. God did this so
that they would seek him and perhaps reach out for him and
find him, though he is not far from any one of us.” (Acts 17:
26–27)
“Love is never abstract,” wrote Wendell Berry. “It does not
adhere to the universe or the planet or the nation or the

institution or the profession, but to the singular sparrows of
the street, the lilies of the field, ‘the least of these my brethren.’”1 The authors of this book are under no illusion of what
true love for nature may mean. Rather than looking towards
a sunset glow of short-lived feelings about how beautiful
everything is, or how individual heroism might “make a
difference”, we find in this book a more authentic pattern
of the self-giving, sacrificial passion of Jesus. The authors
invite us to follow in that way, which leads us to a deeper
wisdom, even if it takes us on harder roads. I know from my
own time in cities and in the field with them that they have
indeed been compelled by the love that Berry writes about.
The double challenge offered here is to recover a sense of
what true value is within a genuinely flourishing economy
and ecology, and to rediscover a biblical theology that does
justice to the whole of creation, not merely human well-being. With these authors, we are in good hands.

1 Wendell Berry, What Are People For (San Francisco, CA: North Point,
1990), 200.
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2019 poised to be really hot year1
Mass extinction is hard to stomach2
Climate Change and the New Age of Extinction3
Take Action Now: Declare a Climate Emergency4

T

his kind of news has become the new normal. We read
of the recent Global Climate Strike, where millions of
youth worldwide rallied in protesting the climate crisis. We
hear the impassioned, “How dare you!” speech by Swedish schoolgirl Greta Thunberg, which has been integral in
1 Ai-Lien Chang, “2019 poised to be really hot year,” Straits Times,
March 22, 2019, https://www.straitstimes.com/singapore/environment/2019-poised-to-be-really-hot-year.
2 “Mass extinction is hard to stomach,” Straits Times, May 12, 2019,
https://www.straitstimes.com/opinion/mass-extinction-is-hard-tostomach.
3 Elizabeth Kolbert, “Climate Change and the New Age of Extinction,” New Yorker, May 13, 2019, https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2019/05/20/climate-change-and-the-new-age-of-extinction.
4 NationAction, “Take Action Now: Declare a Climate Emergency,”
Nation, Oct. 30, 2019, https://www.thenation.com/article/take-actionnow-declare-a-climate-emergency/.

this youth climate change movement, at the United Nations
(UN) Climate Action Summit where she rebuked world
leaders for their inadequate response to climate concerns.5
Much of the climate movement today is characterised by
a blame-and-shame posture, fury, guilt, eco-anxiety, and
hopelessness.
We simply can’t ignore the reality that our planet is in severe
crisis. As Christians, how can we live within these realities?
How do we respond to these messages of despair and anger
that barrage us?
At the end of 2018, we were approached by Graceworks to
consider writing a book on caring for creation that was contextualised to Singapore. We were at first apprehensive—
there are so many well-written books on creation care. Was
another one really necessary?
In the years that we’ve advocated for ‘creation care’, we have
come to know kindred spirits doing good work where they
are in embodying God’s love for creation. Many of them
have become dear friends, and their faithfulness fills these
pages. Their stories speak of their care for creation as love
in action, as worship, as stewardship, discipleship, mission,
justice, joyful living, and ultimately as a way of being in
God’s world. Their lives reflect a holistic understanding of
the gospel: declaring the Lordship of Christ cannot be separated from caring for his creation.
5 Tessa Oh, “Explainer: Who is Greta Thunberg and how have grownups taken to this teenage climate activist,” Today Singapore, Sept. 27,
2019, https://www.todayonline.com/singapore/explainer-who-gretathunberg-and-how-have-grown-ups-taken-teenage-climate-activist.
xx
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We learnt this best from Peter and Miranda Harris, who
had the courageous vision to establish a bird observatory in
southern Portugal in 1983 that grew into A Rocha, an international network of organisations working in 21 countries
committed to engaging communities in nature conservation. We are grateful for their pioneering work of Christians
in conservation and the global creation care movement, for
their costly commitment to community and embrace of indigenous expressions of creation care. They have lived these
out through faith, hope and love. Both Peter and Miranda
have visited Singapore and Malaysia numerous times, sharing their wisdom and heart for God’s world through various
seminars, talks, and conversations over meals. Their stories
of hope from the A Rocha family—how Christians were involved in restoring habitats and transforming communities
out of love for God—have inspired many and served as a
catalyst to the local movement here. They nurtured deep relationships with many in both Singapore and Malaysia and
longed to see creation care flourish here.
There certainly isn’t a fixed way to “do” creation care, and
we wanted to reflect that diversity and breadth of expression
in this book. So what you have before you is a rojak of personal testimonies (profiles), commentary pieces on macro
issues, and several case studies. Marking each segment are
interludes for contemplation— Ecology, Beauty, Dominion, Shalom, and St Francis—which speak into the chapters
that follow. Finally, as theology shapes our understanding
of ecology and anthropology, the bookends offer biblical
grounding.
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This book is not about saving the planet. We can’t. Neither is
it meant to prescribe a way of living nor dictate 10 easy steps
on how to fix the climate. We’ve called our book, God’s Gardeners and borrow from the wise words of Peter Harris to
express the heart of this metaphor: “...gardening reminds us
that God is the one giving the growth, and not us. Gardening, even in a groaning creation, is good hard work, restful
for the soul and body. And it is work in which we see both
frustration and fruit. Even so, while we are gardening the
earth we cooperate with our loving Creator God who alone
gives all the conditions under which we can ‘produce’ anything. Whatever we call our work—gardening, earth-keeping, nature conservation—we need to pray that we will be
faithful and grateful in blessing creation and not be fretful
or restless in our creatureliness.”6
For many Singaporeans, the word ‘garden’ may conjure
manicured green spaces for human recreation. Yet God’s
garden is marvellously wild and wondrous in all its diversity
and we hope this book offers a glimpse of what tending and
blessing our patch of creation looks like with a local flavah!
These are stories of humble acts performed with love that we
desire to share with the Church. We hope they inspire you
and encourage those of you who feel alone in your creation
care journey.
These actions may seem meagre in the face of mass extinctions and climate calamities, yet we believe and know that
love never fails. Our hope lies in the One who is renewing
6 Peter Harris, “Loving where we are,” A Rocha Planetwise Blog, Jan. 15,
2016, https://blog.arocha.org/en/loving-where-we-are/.
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and reconciling all creation to himself. As we pray, “Thy
Kingdom come on Earth as it is in Heaven”, we believe that
in him our labour is not in vain.
“Be joyful though you have considered all the facts...
Practice resurrection.”7 ~Wendell Berry

Love,
Mel & Prarthi
November 2019

7 Wendell Berry, “Manifesto: The Mad Farmer Liberation Front” from
The Country of Marriage (New York City, NY: Harcourt Brace Jovanovich, 1973).
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the eCoLoGY oF sALVAtion
And the sALVAtion oF eCoLoGY
—THEOLOGICAL OVERVIEW—
Andrew Peh
Rev Dr Andrew Peh, PhD (Asbury Theological Seminary) is a
faculty of Trinity Theological College and lectures in the area
of missions and mission history. His interests are in the history
of Christianity in Asia and mission trends in the 21st century,
which includes, not least of all, creation care as part of God’s
mission in our world. His favourite animal is the polar bear and
he hopes that it will continue to thrive as �the king’ of the arctic.

I

t was not too long ago that my interest in ecology and
its intersection with Christianity was piqued, especially
in light of the Indonesian forest fires that severely impacted
Singapore. It grew as I was inundated daily with news of calamities such as droughts, floods, heatwaves, earthquakes,
hurricanes and typhoons, the frequency and intensity of
which were increasing. Concurrently, news of global warming and Earth’s sixth mass extinction due to human-driven
causes such as habitat destruction and our insatiable demand for ‘black gold’, metals and minerals, spurred my desire to make sense of these alarming developments from a
biblical perspective.

A more robust theology of ecology is seemingly lacking
within the Singapore Church (perhaps I have not been sufficiently industrious in my search) and there seems to be
a disconcerting reticence among our Christian academics
and pastors in the area of stewardship/creation care. This
has been further exacerbated by a consumerist culture that
is apathetic to the groans of creation. It may also be that
the current environmental crisis is in part the result of the
Church’s defective hermeneutic, where we have misunderstood and misrepresented God’s intention in giving humanity the “exercise of dominion” (or to subdue) as recorded in
the creation account.
God’s plan and act of salvation as spelled out in Scripture
involves the redemption of all creation and is what Luke records in Acts 3:21 (NLT) as the “restoration of all things”.
We read in Ephesians 1:10 that God has a plan (oikonomia)
for the fullness of time to bring everything in heaven and
xxvi God’s Gardeners

earth together in reconciliation under the headship of Jesus
Christ—all things, things in heaven and things on earth;
things visible and invisible (Colossians 1:15–20). Howard
Snyder underscores the fact that “God’s plan of redemption
is as broad as the scope of creation and the depth of sin, for
‘where sin abounded, grace (has) much more (abounded)’
(Romans 5:20 KJV).”1
It is interesting to me, then, that we have often erroneously
reduced and capitalised on God’s salvation to feature humanity as the primary and possibly singular focus of God’s
salvific plan. But the biblical data is such that all things, all
creation, will be redeemed and renewed so that we can speak
of a new heaven and a new earth. God’s mission is wider and
more expansive than the redemption of humanity!
In The Mission of God, Christopher Wright wrote that by
reminding readers of the biblical value of the rest of creation he is by no means simply equating human value with
the non-human creatures, nor is he in any way reducing the
crucial theological importance of the doctrine of humanity,
the image of God, and the person-redeeming work of the
cross. He noted that Jesus managed both to affirm the value
of every sparrow to God the Father while simultaneously
confirming that humans are of greater value. In emphasising an inclusion for creation in God’s redemption plan,
Wright asserts:
1 Howard Snyder, “Salvation Means Creation Healed: Creation, Cross,
Kingdom and Mission,” Asbury Journal, Vol. 62, no.1 (2007): 9–47,
https://place.asburyseminary.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1088&context=asburyjournal.
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All I am trying to do is to encourage evangelicals to read
their whole Bibles, and to see the great arc that spans
from Genesis 1–2 to Revelation 21–22, and to take Eph.
1:9–10, and Col. 1:15–20 with full seriousness—for
there it is clear that Paul sees personal redemption within a staggeringly cosmic and universal framework.2

Wright is right that if we were to adopt a principally anthropocentric perspective of salvation and redemption, we
would be, in effect, excising Genesis 1–2 and Revelation 21–
22 from our Bibles, since it is in Genesis 3 that we read of
the accounts for the fall of humanity, and Revelation 20 concludes with the binding and the final judgement of Satan.
Genesis 1 and 2 recount God’s affirmation of his creation—
he proclaims that it was good at the end of each day. Then
following the creation of land creatures and Adam and Eve
on the sixth day, he declares that all he had made was very
good! Yet the fall of mankind in Genesis 3 was to affect the
whole of the created order. Human sin and evil have permeated the natural order as well as the human and spiritual
reality. Therefore creation is also in need of redemption, for
which Revelation 21 not only speaks of a new heaven, but a
new earth as well! As Wright eloquently sums up:
Creation shares in the effect of humanity’s sin but we
human beings get to share in the fullness of creation’s
redemption. And that is the right way round to put it.
We get saved along with creation; and not that we get
saved out of creation. God’s intention is to redeem that
2 Ed Stetzer, “Monday is for Missiology: Christopher Wright on Christian Mission,” Christianity Today, Jan. 23, 2012, https://www.christianitytoday.com/edstetzer/2012/january/monday-is-for-missiology-christopher-wright-on-christian.html.
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whole of creation and we can be a part of that and in so
doing become a part of the new creation.3

The point that Wright and Snyder (and other like-minded
scholars) are making is that we cannot afford to be myopic
or insular in our theological understanding of salvation and
redemption, focusing exclusively on humanity as the crown
of creation and omitting all non-human creation. As we become attentive to Scripture, we will begin to have a more
holistic perspective of God’s salvation, which includes but is
not limited to humanity.
The ecology of human sin, the consequences on creation and
the efficacy of God’s redemption are all intricately and intimately tied up to the atoning work of Jesus Christ. Essentially it is getting the ecology of salvation right that makes for
a more robust effort at the salvation of our ecology. Hence,
as we survey the biblical data as well as various theological
articulations in more recent years (including Sandra Richter’s A Biblical Theology of Creation Care4 and Pope Francis’
Laudato Si),5 Snyder’s clarion call is that, as Christians, we
3 Christopher Wright, “Creation, Gospel and Mission,” OMF, March
14, 2019, https://omf.org/blog/2019/03/14/creation-gospel-and-mission/. See also Chris Wright, “Creation Care,” Oct. 23, 2013, John Stott
London Lecture 2013, MPEG-4, 45:45, https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=wvsqrFizQ7k.
4 Sandra Richter, “A Biblical Theology of Creation Care”, Asbury Journal: Vol. 62, no. 1 (2007): 67–76, https://place.asburyseminary.edu/cgi/
viewcontent.cgi?article=1090&context=asburyjournal.
5 “Encyclical Letter Laudato Si’ of the Holy Father Francis on Care for
Our Common Home,” Vatican, accessed Nov. 14, 2019, http://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/encyclicals/documents/papa-francesco_20150524_enciclica-laudato-si.html.
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…need to think clearly about God’s creation — both its
goodness and its groaning; both as God’s gift and as the
environment within which God is reconciling “to Himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, by making peace through the blood of (the) cross” (Colossians
1:2). This is a matter of theology, of discipleship, and of
Christian mission.6

Most of us are familiar with the story of Jonah which is a
story often repeated at Sunday school classes. As I reread
the story of this reluctant prophet, there are hints that God’s
redemptive plans are more comprehensive than Jonah ever
perceived.
It is a story that invites us to wonder at the magnanimity
of God’s compassion for the Ninevites, his prodigal love
for Jonah and radical inclusion of creation in his salvation
plan—a big fish served as his instrument for bringing Jonah to submission; the king of Nineveh ensured that even
the animals in his kingdom were included in a fast of repentance that resulted in God’s gracious forgiveness of the
whole of Nineveh; God’s provision of a plant and a worm as
a lesson to remind Jonah that He is a God who is intimately
concerned with all that He has created.
In God in Pursuit, Bishop Emeritus Robert Solomon wrote:
Jonah was an unlikely prophet. His heart was not fully in
God’s work, he had his own issues with sin, and he held
a wrong understanding of God and His ways. He was
at first an unwilling instrument in God’s hands, then a
6 Snyder, “Salvation Means”.
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willing but prejudiced one. Are we like Jonah? Are we
trying to flee God? Or are we doing His work out of
duty, without reflecting His character? Are we harbouring prejudices that are incongruent with being a child of
God and a servant of Christ?7

The story of Jonah (especially Jonah 4) highlights the plight
of an unlikely prophet of God and God’s loving pursuit of
this reluctant and obstinate prophet. Perhaps in regard to
caring for creation, we are similarly unconvinced, uninterested and even unwilling. But God’s question to Jonah is
equally valid for us: “If you feel compassionate about the
destruction of a vine you did not create, shouldn’t I be concerned about the destruction of people and animals I did
create?”
While I agree that the biblical accounts pay special attention
to human salvation, we are nonetheless cognisant that God’s
salvation includes and involves His entire creation. David
Bosch is on point when he wrote: “The time is long past that
we can afford to exclude the environment from our missionary agenda.”8
For if God is concerned about creation, should we not also
be similarly concerned?

7 Robert Solomon, God in Pursuit: Lessons from the Book of Jonah (Singapore: Bible Society of Singapore, 2017), 129.
8 David Bosch, Believing in the Future: Towards a Missiology of Western
Culture (Valley Forge, PE: Trinity Press International, 1995), 55.
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The word ecology refers to the relationship of living
things to their environment and to each other. Based on
the Greek word oikos for “household”, it was first coined
by German zoologist Ernst Haeckel in 1866. Everything
has its proper place, functioning and intrinsic value in
God’s “household”; the earth is the Lord’s (Psalm 24:1).
It is a rich term that helps us understand the diversity,
complexity and interconnectedness of all of life, which
is lovingly sustained by God (Psalm 104).
When applied to the Christian doctrine of sin, the
extent of the effects of sin is not merely located in the
vertical axis between God and humanity, but is also
evident in the horizontal ramifications affecting human

relationships as well as hurting the rest of creation (both
animate and inanimate). In other words, sin injures not
only our relationship with God, but also with ourselves,
with other people, and with the non-human creation.
Howard Snyder refers to this as the “ecology of sin”. He
contends that God’s redemptive plan is fundamentally
ecological, where “everything, absolutely everything,
above and below, visible and invisible … everything got
started in him and finds its purpose in him” (Colossians
1:16 MSG). Ecology shows us the intricacy and
interdependence of all the parts, and gives us a better
appreciation of the mission of God, which involves
humanity and includes all of God’s creation.

MissionAL CreAtion CAre

David Gould
David’s interest in creation care started with a desire to make
the buildings he was designing more sustainable in their use
of materials and energy. While travelling in East Asia he was
deeply saddened by the environmental devastation that he saw,
much of it driven by the insatiable demands of the global economy. As he thought and prayed about this he came to realise that
creation care is an integral part of God’s mission for his people;
that the gospel of Christ is good news not just for individuals
but for the whole of creation; and that we should do all we can
to proclaim and live out this good news. Since 2012 he has been
tasked by Overseas Missionary Fellowship (OMF) International
to explore the growing ecological crisis, its impacts on the peoples of East Asia, and appropriate missional responses.

C

reation Care in the Mission of OMF International

In OMF we define creation care as “the responsible stewardship by humankind of the earth and its life forms, for the
Lord’s sake.” We believe that “The earth is the Lord’s, and
everything in it” (Psalm 24:1); that we are called to work the
earth and take care of it (Genesis 2:15); and that we cannot
truly love our neighbours without caring for the land and
ecosystems on which they (and we) depend. We need to
care for both people and places.
Since the 1950s, OMF’s pioneering work among the tribal peoples of the Philippines and Thailand has integrated
evangelism with teaching sustainable agriculture. In his
1982 book Keeping Body and Soul Together, Denis Lane described the integration of spiritual and farming instruction
in north Thailand:
Because the Gospel had removed the binding fear of the
spirits, one Pwo Karen Christian dared to plant a field
regarded by his unbelieving neighbours as spirit-haunted. They would not dare to touch it, but he reaped a rich
harvest that year. Yet there was no separation between
the spiritual and the practical. The missionaries stood
with this man in a prayer battle against what he and they
knew to be real spiritual forces. One missionary prayed
and taught the spiritual warfare, and another worked
and taught soils and seeds, and both contributed to a
harvest where before there was nothing but weeds.

Now we are facing unprecedented ecological challenges that
necessitate a fresh exploration of how we should include
6
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creation care ministry in our missionary work. So OMF has
prepared a statement of the “Theological Basis for Creation
Care”.1
And we have formulated three aspirations for our ministry:
•

As part of being disciples we should practise creation
care: We recognise that our actions should be consistent with our words. We want to be good stewards of
all the resources entrusted to us.

•

As part of our disciple-making we should teach creation care: Creation care is included in our orientation
courses for those joining OMF, and in our e-Learning
programmes. We explore creation care themes with
churches, theological seminaries, other mission agencies, and in student ministry.

•

As part of mission strategy we should consider creation care: One of OMF’s core values is to lead from
the ministry context, and the need for creation care
ministry varies widely. In addition to ministry in rural
communities, there are new opportunities in the cities of East Asia. There is the ever-present challenge of
balancing the ministry of word and deed. On the one
hand, if we seek to address ecological challenges simply as a basis for evangelism, our work will lack effectiveness and conviction, and we will not win a hearing
for the gospel. On the other hand, if we focus solely on
addressing these challenges, we will miss opportunities for evangelism in our mission.

1 See https://omf.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/04/MRT-9.1-May2014-Missional-Creation-Care.pdf?x86309.
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Three Examples of Missional Creation Care in Practice
*Note: names have been changed
Mongolia: Akhai* had seen his three brothers die as a result
of alcohol addiction. One day, his girlfriend Ulzi* persuaded him to go to church with her. There he heard the gospel and received new life in Christ. He no longer needed to
drink alcohol. Akhai and Ulzi were married and now serve
those who wrestle with alcohol addiction, offering them
hope founded on Christ.
The Lord called Paul* to work with Akhai and Ulzi. Paul is
a specialist in waste management who has a heart for mission. During his visits, Paul saw the potential to ‘upcycle’
waste paper to provide fuel bricks for sale. He then trained
Akhai’s and Ulzi’s team to make and use the tools needed
to process the waste. The ‘fuel from waste’ project provides
a cleaner alternative to burning coal, which produces hazardous smoke. By offering his skills, Paul has given Akhai’s
and Ulzi’s ministry the opportunity to grow, and they are
now able to start similar work in other cities. Akhai is a gifted evangelist and leader, and as a result of this partnership,
more people are coming to faith in Christ, and churches are
being planted.
Manila: Across the global south and east, migration to the
cities in response to ecological and other challenges presents unprecedented opportunities for mission. Kamal* reluctantly brought his family to live in Manila because he did
not want his children “to grow up with guns”. In his community in the city, many are suffering from malnutrition.
As one of the leaders of the community, he welcomes the
8
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friendship of those who are offering training in providing
good nutrition for children.
Bangkok: People of different faiths are meeting to discuss
ways of improving the health and welfare of the urban poor.
Promoting the use of simple water filters can be very effective, as it provides employment opportunities, affordable
and potable water, as well as opportunities to introduce people to the “living water” of Christ.
A Challenge for the Churches of Singapore
In this time of ecological crisis, what does it mean for
churches to be in the world, but not of it? How can they embody the Kingdom of God, instead of succumbing to the excessive consumerism that characterises much of the global
economy? If churches are to be true salt and light in society,
they must rise to the challenge of modelling life that thrives
within the ecological carrying capacity of the earth. I believe that the stories that follow in this book will provide
many valuable insights into what this can look like.
The skills and experience needed to respond to this challenge are significant in cross-cultural mission. The possibilities are endless: they include environmental conservation
and consultancy; sustainable eco-tourism; waste management; and training local people in alternative energy technology, efficient food production, and water purification.
All such activities can demonstrate the love of Christ in
practical ways, and foster friendships in which the gospel
can be shared. The churches in Singapore, in partnership
with seminaries and mission agencies, are well placed to
Missional Creation Care
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mobilise, equip, commission, and support those with the
necessary skills and experience, who are called to participate in creation care integral mission.
To start with, churches can initiate “vision trips” to help
scope the work that is needed, and to help discern God’s
calling to this kind of work. Some may then make occasional short visits to work with local believers and specialists to
develop appropriate responses and training. Others may be
called and sent out to work long-term with universities and
other agencies, or to develop missional businesses.
It is important that those who are sent out are prepared to
give an account of the hope that they have in Christ. By testifying to this hope, they can inspire the locals on the field
to care for their land and its peoples. After all, the gospel
is good news not just for people, but for all creation. Those
who are sent out will need servant hearts, with real compassion for the people they are called to serve. And they should
be willing to learn and adapt to local conditions, rather than
going with ready-made solutions to perceived problems.
Finally, they need to be willing to share what they have
learned when they return home. As others in the church
hear about their experiences on the field, they too will be
inspired to renew their commitment to creation care. Some
may be encouraged to do their own outreach, while others continue to mobilise, support and pray for this kind of
ministry. The “returnees” can also encourage their church
to “welcome the stranger”—those who come to Singapore
with stories and insights to share from other lands. Some of
10
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them can become very effective mobilisers for mission in
their home countries, and perhaps be sent out in their turn.
Walking in step with the biblical mandate for creation care
is an intrinsic part of God’s purposes for all people, rather
than just being an optional extra for “green Christians”. It
connects people and places, and shows a deep concern for
the flourishing of all life. It follows that we should embrace
creation care as part of our sharing and demonstration of
the gospel of Christ.

Missional Creation Care
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