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All of God’s people are called to be “ministers”, according to the 
New Testament, but very few are called to be pastors or church 
work ers. We are clear about the ministry of the 1%. What about 
the minis try of the 99%? In the first Christian century, Christian 
faith was a 24/7 experience. But it was not long before it became 
3/1 experience for the vast majority while remaining 24/7 for 
the clergy and a growing number of hermits, monks and nuns. 
In our consumer-driven contemporary society, Christianity is 
often as little as a 1/1 experience (if it is convenient to go to 
church this week). 

The Protestant Reformation of the sixteenth century 
attempted to recover the vocation of the laity to ministry, though 
by continuing the clerical tradition of the Middle Ages, the idea 
was obscured. The last half of the twentieth century saw most 
denominations, including even the Roman Catholic Church 
(Vatican II) seeking to recover the doctrine of the ministry of the 
entire people of God. Church after church has gone on record 
to emphasize this fact by the publication of formal statements 
on the subject. Still, the narrower definition of “ministry” as 
“church work” dies hard! The credibility of Christianity in the 
twenty-first century will be dependent upon recovery of the 
idea that “ministry” is what all Christians do in their every day 
lives. Not in church (for the most part), but on the job. In the 
home. At school. During free time. 

I have been blessed for several years by the electronic 
musings of my good friend and former student, Tan Soo-Inn, 
as have many others. “Grace@Work”* sums up the fundamental 
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xii   Making Sense

thrust of New Testament Christianity. May those who read this 
book be nour ished in their faith and be strengthened to become 
the salt and light that represent the avant garde for the church 
of the future. 

W. Ward Gasque 
President 

Pacific Association for Theological Studies

*Now subsumed under Graceworks Private Limited
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This collection of essays will always be special because it was my 
first. Still, it’s startling to note that more than a decade has passed 
since it was first published. And it feels like more than 12 years’ 
worth of life has been squeezed into life since 2002.

Rereading the pieces, they seem more spontaneous and less 
verbose than my pieces today. I may need to learn from my 2002 
self. But the basic themes that concern me today were clearly there 
already, for example, the concerns for spiritual friendship, for in-
tegrating faith with all of life, and wanting faith to dialogue with 
popular culture.

The pieces were culled from weekly meditations that I sent out 
via email. It is perhaps more remarkable that I have continued that 
practice till today. The weekly meditations were attempts to connect 
the Word of God to the issues of daily life. That is still the goal. It 
is based on the conviction that life is not divided into sacred and 
secular compartments but we are, by God’s help, to follow Christ in 
every sphere of life.

In 2002 I was a much more wounded person and you may catch 
glimpses of this in some of the essays. God has done substantial 
healing in my life since then and has blessed me significantly in so 
many ways. A key blessing has been my marriage to Bernice. It re-
minds me again of the need for patience and of trust, not easy when 
life is dark and for someone as impatient as myself. But time has 
passed and God has healed and blessed. I am grateful. 

I offer you these essays afresh. My hope for them remains the 
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same: “I hope they will continue to bless even more people, giving a 
little hope to all of us trying to make sense of a chaotic age”.

Soo-Inn Tan
June 25, 2014
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If God is real He must be real in all areas of life. Any division 
of life into ‘sacred’ and ‘secular’ compartments is an approach 
to faith and spirituality that will not hold. Making Sense is a 
collection of essays that struggles to apply a Christian mindset 
to the realities of daily life. They stem from the conviction that 
if God is real, then He and His Word must be relevant to the 
struggles that we face in the world. 

These essays first saw light as “e-commentaries”, reflections 
sent out once a week via email to those on my mailing list. The 
idea of using email to send out a regular column came when I 
was on staff with Graduates Christian Fellowship, Malaysia. I 
knew that many Christians and non-Christians were struggling 
to find mean ing in an increasingly complex and fast changing 
world. Yet it was the very pace of modern living that prevented 
many from taking time out to reflect. However, almost everyone 
these days uses email. It remains the real killer app of the 
Internet age. Folks may not have time to reflect and pray. But 
most read their emails every day. It seemed to make sense to use 
this ubiquitous medium to send out short devotions that seek 
to touch mind and heart. I am glad that many of the recipients 
have told me that they have been helped. This book is also a 
response to the many requests that I have received to put the 
e-commentaries out in print media. 

I hope they will continue to bless even more people, giving a 
little hope to all of us trying to make some sense of a chaotic age.

Soo-Inn Tan 
April 23, 2002 

E A E E
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note : I have purposely left the meditations dated. (The dates are the dates 
on which the meditations were emailed out.) The dates are an indication of 
two things. Firstly, they are a reminder that the meditations arose from real 
issues that I was struggling with in “real time”. They were not issues plucked 
from thin air for the purpose of writing a column. Secondly, the dates are 
a reminder that the medita tions represent my thoughts at a given point of 
time. They are not the last word on anything.
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The last ten years of my life have been very painful and difficult. 
This book is a tangible sign of a new chapter in my life. I want 
to thank God for upholding me all these years. Because He is 
the foundation of my life, I can say, like the apostle Paul, that 
“we get knocked down but we get up again and keep going”. 
I particularly want to thank all the friends who stood by me 
without reserva tion. You did not sit on the fence but loved me 
and accepted me when I was at my worst. I couldn’t have made 
it without you. A spe cial word also to I’Ching whose friendship 
and encouragement pro vided the last bit of energy needed for 
this book project to finally see the light of day. 

Finally, I want to thank Chee Hai and the members of 
Damansara Utama Baptist Church. You have truly been a church 
family to me. 

A KN E GEMEN S
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is a journey into the 
unknown.
But there is one 
reliable guide.
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Death is extremely rude. It respects no one’s timetable. This was a 
busy week. I was trying to kick off a new ministry and preparing 
for a trip to Singapore. Then the news came. A good friend’s 
father had passed away. So I found myself in Penang, witnessing 
again first hand, the elaborate traditional funeral rituals of the 
Malaysian Chinese. These rituals had to be carefully done so 
that the soul of the deceased could reach the next world safely. 

Intuitively, many cultures and religions view death as a 
journey from this world to the next. More than that, it seems to 
be universally rec ognised that this is not a journey to be taken 
without help. Since death is the universal journey, it would seem 
prudent that we be prepared for the trip. Unfortunately, death is 
a taboo subject, even in the church. 

Maps Are Difficult 
Imagine an Eskimo trying to describe his/her home country to 
a Bedouin who has never left the Sahara desert. There would be 
some parallels but many things would be hard to describe. 

The apostle John tells us something about the New Jeru-
salem in the Book of Revelation. But images of square cities 
with twelve gates mean little in a techno age largely ignorant 
of Jewish sym bols. And apart from John and the other Bible 
writers, everybody else is just guessing. It is hard to describe 
the nature of life after death. While maps are difficult, we do 
have a guide. 
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There Is One Reliable Guide 
There is only one person who has successfully traveled the 
journey from this life to the next and come back to talk about it. 
Jesus said in John 14:1–3, 

Don’t be troubled. You trust God, now trust in me. There 
are many rooms in my Father’s home, and I am going to 
prepare a place for you. If this were not so, I would tell you 
plainly. When everything is ready, I will come and get you, 
so that you will always be wih me where I am. (NLT) 

Death is a journey into the unknown. But there is one reliable 
guide.

His credentials are impeccable. 
He died...and rose again. He knows 
the safe way from this world to 
the next. He will guide us. Are 
you fearful of death? Jesus’ call to 
us, as always, is to trust. Trust in 
God. Trust in Him. He will see us 
through. 

Mean-while It Makes Sense to 
Prepare for the Trip 
Have you climbed Mount Kinaba-

lu? If you are serious about making the climb then it would 
make sense to prepare yourself. What will life be like in the next 
world? Wrestling with John’s metaphors, we can safely conclude 
that heaven is a place where the focus is on God and on people. 
Material possessions are meaningless there since God pro vides 
all that we need. 

Are You Training to Go There? 
Then it would make sense for your life to revolve around God 
and people. And not material possessions. So that when the 
departure call does come, we will be ready and will not experi-
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Travel Preparations   5

ence excessive culture shock when we make the trip to the other 
side. 

Focusing on God and people — a foretaste of heaven. 
I have only one more day to prepare for my trip to Singapore. 

Where is my passport? Do I have enough Singaporean currency? 
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The term “business ethics” has long been considered an oxy-
moron in many Christian and non-Christian circles. Christian 
children are told that they are “too straight” to really make it big 
in the world of business. 

Furthermore, the new economy brings additional pressures 
to any one trying to be ethical in business. 

The Speed of the New Economy

To succeed in the new economy you need to move a project 
from idea to market in four months. 

The internet economy worships at the altar of fast action, 
fast growth, and fast results. Plenty of companies are pre-
pared to cut a few ethical corners in order to move faster... 
(George Anders, “Honesty is the Best Policy”, Fast Com-
pany, August 2000, 264)

Potential Abuse of New Technology
Coupled with the enormous speed pressure of the new econ-
omy, is the rapid growth in tech nology with its potential for 
both good and bad. Ethical infractions are progressing “as fast 
as technology and the internet.” (John Galvin, “Cheating, Lying, 
Stealing”, Smart Business, June 2000, 88). 

Yet God’s demand for honesty remains. The scripture states 
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clearly that: God opposes dishonesty. 
“The Lord hates cheating, but he delights in honesty” (Prov-

erbs 11:1 NLT). The language cannot be any stronger. God hates 
cheating. Therefore God’s people are to take pains to avoid it. 

God’s People Are to be Guided by Honesty
“Good people are guided by their honesty; treacherous people 
are destroyed by their dishonesty.” (Proverbs 11:3 NLT). Hones-
ty, and therefore honest business dealings, are to be a hallmark 
of God’s people. 

How then are Christians to reconcile the demands of their 
faith with the demands to compromise their ethics to be suc-
cessful in business? 

Again, God’s word gives us a 
clue. Proverbs 11:18 tells us that “evil 
people get rich for the moment, but 
the reward of the Godly will last”. 

The Bible does not deny that 
dishonesty may get you some short 
term benefits but as always the Scrip-
ture challenges us to look long term. 

The remarkable thing is that 
even the business community is be-
ginning to recognize that honesty is 
ultimately good business. A recent study commissioned by the 
management consulting firm of Blessing/White discovered that 
companies that operated with a strong sense of values see: 

❧ Revenues grow four times faster;
❧ Jobs get created seven times faster; and
❧ Stock prices increase twelve times faster.

(John Galvin, 99)

You may argue that the above results applies solely in the 
American context. The truth is, these sort of results are begin-
ning to appear all over the place. 
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Never forget that Satan is the Father of Lies. He has been 
conning us since the Garden of Eden.Who says you have to be 
dishonest to really make it in business? No one is saying that 
it is easy to practice business ethics in a fallen world. But I see 
no other option for disciples of Jesus Christ. And it might just 
prove to be good business too.
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