
[image: CoverPage]








The Complete Book of Everyday Christianity




A comprehensive guide to followingChrist in every aspect of life

	Adoption to Automobiles

	Chocolate to Climate Change

	Gardening to Gossip

	Social Media to Storytelling

	Taxes to Tourism



& Hundreds More




Edited by ROBERT BANKS & R. PAUL STEVENS




[image: ../Images/Graceworks.png]

    Promoting Spiritual Friendship in Church and Society


    © 1997 Robert Banks and R. Paul Stevens


   First published by InterVarsity Press, P.O. Box 1400, Downers Grove, IL 60515.


This edition (2011) published by

Graceworks Private Limited
22 Sin Ming Lane
#04–76 Midview City
Singapore 573969
Tel: 67523403
Email: enquiries@graceworks.com.sg
Website: www.graceworks.com.sg



      All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted, in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording or otherwise, without the prior written permission of the author, except in the case of brief quotations embodied in critical articles and reviews.



All Scripture quotations, unless otherwise indicated, are taken from the HOLY BIBLE INTERNATIONAL VERSION®. NIV®. Copyright ©1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society. Used by permission of Zondervan Publishing House. All rights reserved.


“Fire and Ice” from The Poetry of Robert Frose, edited by Edward Connery Lathem, Copyright 1951 by Rober Frose, Copyright 1923, © 1969 by Henry Holt and Company, Inc. Reprinted by permission of Henry Holt and Company, Inc.

Portions of “Baptism”, “Scarements”, “Fellowship” and “Lord’s Supper” originally published in the New Testament Spirituality by Michael Green and Paul Stevens, Copyright © 1996. Used by permission of Eagle, United Kingdom. Distributed in North America by Harold Shaw Publishers, Wheaton, IL

Portions of “Body” originally published in Embodied Prayer: Harmonizing Body and Soul by Celeste Schroder, Copyright © 1995. Used by permission of Triumph Books, Liguori, MO.

Excerpts reprinted from Disciplines of the Hungry Heart by R. Paul Stevens, Copyright © 1993. Used by permission of Harold Shaw Publishers, Wheaton, IL60189.

Excerpts reprinted from The Equipping Pastor by R. Paul Stevens and Phil Collins with permission from the Alban Institute, Inc., 4550 Montgomery Avenue, Suite 433N, Bethesda, MD 20814. Copyright © 1993. All rights reserved.

The article “Farming” is adapted from the “Long Range vision Statement” of the organization EarthKeeping.

Portions of “Spiritual Gifts” originally published by Gordon Fee as “Gifts of the Spirit” in Dictionary of Paul and His Letters, edited by Gerald F. Hawtrone, Ralph P. Martin and Daniel G. Reid. Copyright © 1993 by InterVarsity Christian Fellowship of the U.S.A. Used by permission of InterVarsity Press, P.O. Box 1400, Downers Grove, IL 60515.




ISBN: 978-981-11-8847-3





TABLE OF CONTENTS




Reviewers' Comments



Preface



Introduction




List of Contributors


Life Activities, Interests and Concerns Index


Life Experiences Index


Subject Index


About the Editors



DICTIONARY

A|B|C|D|E|F|G|H|I|J|L|M|N|O|P|Q|R|S|T|U|V|W|Z






A↩



	Abortion


	Abuse


	Accountability, Relational


	Accountability, Workplace


	Addiction


	Adolescence


	Adornment


	Advertising


	Affirming


	Aging


	Allowances


	Ambition


	Anniversaries


	Anxiety


	Architecture, Urban


	Art


	Authority (Church)


	Automobile



  





B↩


	Backpacking


	Baptism


	Beauty


	Birth


	Birthdays


	Blessing


	Blessing, Family


	Body


	Boredom


	Breast-Feeding


	Business Ethics



  





C↩


	Calling / Vocation


	Camping


	Career


	Chocolate


	Chores


	Church


	Church Buildings


	Church Conflict


	Church Discipline


	Church-Family


	Church in the Home


	Church Renewal


	Church, Small


	Church Structures


	Circumcision


	Citizenship


	City


	Civil Disobedience


	Civility


	Clergy


	Climate Change


	Clubs


	Coffee Drinking


	Cohabiting


	Comics


	Committees


	Communion


	Community


	Community, Rural


	Commuting


	Competency


	Competition


	Compromise


	Computer


	Computer Games


	Conception


	Conflict Resolution


	Conflict, Workplace


	Confronting


	Conscience


	Consumerism


	Contraception


	Contracts


	Conversation


	Counseling, Lay


	Craftsmanship


	Creation


	Credit


	Credit Card


	Crime


	Crowds


	Culture


	





D↩


	Dating


	Daydreaming


	Death


	Debt


	Denominations


	Depression


	Discipleship


	Discrimination, Workplace


	Divorce


	Dreaming


	Dress Code, Workplace


	Drivenness


	Drugs



  





E↩


	Eating


	Ecology


	Education


	Emotions


	Empty Nesting


	Entertainment


	Equipping


	Ethnocentrism


	Euthanasia


	Evangelism


	Examinations


  




F↩


	Failure


	Fairy Tales


	Faith Development


	Family


	Family Communication


	Family Goals


	Family History


	Family Problems


	Family Systems


	Family Values


	Farewell


	Farming


	Fellowship


	Femininity


	Fences


	Festivals — Christmas


	Festivals — Easter


	Festivals — Thanksgiving


	The Financial Crisis


	Financial Support


	Firing


	Forgiveness


	Freedom


	Friendship



  





G↩


	Games


	Gardening


	Gift-Giving


	Global Village


	Godparenting


	Gossip


	Grandparenting


	Greeting


	Grieving


	Guidance



  





H↩


	Habits


	Hate


	Healing


	Health


	Hobbies and Crafts


	Home


	Home Video


	Homemaking


	Homework


	Homosexuality


	Hospitality


	Humor



  





I↩


	Imagination


	Immigration


	Individual


	Inner City


	Insurance


	Integrity


	Internet


	Investment



  





J↩


	Justice



  




L↩


	Laity


	Laughter


	Law


	Law Enforcement


	Leadership


	Leadership, Church


	Leisure


	Letter Writing


	Life Stages


	Listening


	Lobbying


	Love


	Loyalty, Workplace



  




M↩


	Management


	Marriage


	Masculinity


	Mass Media


	Masturbation


	Meal Preparation


	Megachurch


	Membership, Church


	Menopause and Male Climacteric


	Menstruation


	Ministry


	Miscarriage


	Mission


	Missions


	Mobility


	Money


	Movies


	Multiculturalism


	Music


	Music, Christian



  




N↩


	Nationalism


	Need


	Negotiating


	Neighborhood


	Networking


	New Reproductive Technology


	Newspapers


	Noise


	Nondenominational



  




O↩


	Office Politics


	Organization


	Organizational Culture and Change


	Organizational Values


	Ownership, Private



  





P↩


	Parachurch Organizations


	Parenting


	Part-Time Employment


	Partying


	Pastoral Care


	Pets


	Photography


	Planning


	Play


	Pleasure


	Pluralism


	Political Parties, Joining


	Politics


	Pollution


	Poverty


	Power


	Power (Workplace)


	Prayer, Corporate


	Preaching


	Pregnancy


	Principalities and Powers


	Privacy


	Professions / Professionalism


	Profit


	Promising


	Promotion


	Public Spaces


	Public Transportation



  




Q↩


	Quilting



  




R↩


	Racism


	Radio Listening


	Reading


	Reasoning


	Rest


	Restorative Justice


	Retirement


	Rights



  





S↩


	Sabbath


	Sacraments


	Self-Esteem


	Service (Workplace)


	Sexuality


	Shame


	Shiftwork


	Shopping


	Shopping Malls


	Sickness


	Simpler Lifestyle


	Singleness


	Sleeping


	Small Groups


	Small Towns


	Social Action


	Social Media


	Society


	Soul


	Speaking


	Spiritual Conflict


	Spiritual Disciplines


	Spiritual Formation


	Spiritual Gifts


	Spiritual Growth


	Sports


	States / Provinces


	Stewardship


	Storytelling


	Stress (Workplace)


	Strikes


	Structures


	Suburbia


	Success


	Sugar / Sugary


	Sunday School


	System



  




T↩


	Talents


	Taxes


	Teaching


	Technology


	Telephone


	Televangelism


	Television


	Tentmaking


	Theater, Live


	Time


	Trades


	Traveling



  





U↩


	Unemployment


	Unions



  





V↩


	Vacations


	Values


	Virtual Reality


	Virtues


	Vision


	Visiting


	Vocational Guidance


	Volunteer Work


	Voting



  





W↩


	Waiting


	Walking


	Washing


	Watch


	Wealth


	Weather Watching


	Weddings


	Whistle-Blowing


	Wilderness


	Will, Last


	Witness


	Work


	Work Ethic, Protestant


	Workplace


	Worldview


	Worship



  






Z↩


	Zoning



  


  “I am thrilled to know that The Complete Book of Everyday Christianity is being relaunched. A well-worn first edition of this book sits next to my office desk and I consult it often. There is no better collection of everyday issues examined from a Christian perspective. A wide variety of topics are addressed with a cleverly balanced combination of academic and practical perspectives, informed by thoughtful biblical and theological reflection. This is a wonderfully useful tool. I am pleased that it will be available to resource a new generation of Christians who are eager to understand more about what it means to follow Christ in every aspect of life.”


Alistair Mackenzie
Senior Lecturer: School of Theology, Mission and Ministry, Laidlaw College, Christchurch, New Zealand
Also Director of Faith at Work (NZ)




“Our primary call as Christians is to be disciples of Christ and to develop and grow in Christlikeness. But there is a secondary call which is often ignored or forgotten. This is the call to live richly in all aspects of our everyday life, from our family to our friends, from church to community life, and from our hobbies to our work. This book provides rich fodder for how we can engage every aspect of our lives meaningfully as Christians.”

Clive Lim
Businessman, and Chairman of the Board, Biblical Graduate School of Theology, Singapore




“The re-launching of The Complete Book of Everyday Christianity is a major Christian publishing event — not only for Christians seeking to live a 24/7 life of discipleship but for Christians sharing with non-Christians. A friend has it on his desk and finds colleagues in his workplace picking it up and reading articles, borrowing it and discussing the issues of everyday life it explores so expertly and suggestively. The articles have not dated since the original publication and the new articles, including “The Financial Crisis”and “Social Media,” are excellent additions. It’s great that editors Banks’ and Stevens’ and their team of authors’ work is easily accessible once again.”

Gordon Preece
Director of ETHOS: EA Centre for Christianity and Society
Australian Evangelical Alliance Inc.




“Thank you, Graceworks, for re-launching The Complete Book of Everyday Christianity! Many people of faith have bought into the sacred/secular split, which sadly limits impact in and for the world. The good news is that every moment of life — working, playing, shopping, eating — can be enlivened by the Spirit of God, if we only recognize that! So too, then, can the projects, organizations and cultures upon which we act be supernaturally shaped. This thought-provoking book will help you bridge the divide and participate in God’s design and purposes in every aspect of your life.”

John R. Terrill
Director, Center for Integrity in Business, Seattle Pacific University




“One of the most thoughtful and succinct resources for every believer whether in the workplace, home, public square, school or church. The Complete Book of Everyday Christianity gleans from scripture through a lens that does not divide the sacred from the secular. It is a great tool for starting up an investigative study into а new topical area or just learning more about the Bible and how it can speak into life today.”

Timothy Liu
Chairperson,Special Interest Committee for Marketplace Ministry, Lausanne Committee for World Evangelization




“The ministry” used to mean (and in some circles still does mean) “the ordained ministry.” However, over the course of the second half of the Twentieth Century Christians of virtually every denomination began to recover the biblical teaching that all believers are called to ministry, not merely on Sunday but Monday through Saturday as well. As the Protestant Reformation recovered the doctrine of the priesthood of all believers, so we today are continuing to recover the New Testament doctrine of the ministry of all believers.The Complete Book of Everyday Christianityunpacks this rediscovery and applies it to every aspect of life. Every pastor and serious lay leader should have a copy of this book within reach of his or her Bible.”

W. Ward Gasque
Executive Director, Pacific Association for Theological Studies of Canada




“I get it that my daily work is my primary service to Christ and his world. But now what? I need specific, practical help about how to work, what to do, and where to find the best resources. I get that fromThe Complete Book of Everyday Christianity. It sits within easy reach from my desk, and it’s falling apart from constant wear and tear. Actually, I’m on my second copy. It is my daily companion in work, research, writing and teaching.”

Will Messenger
Executive Editor, Theology of Work Project


  


PREFACE (2011)




When we first published the Complete Book of Every Christianity (CEBC) in 1997, we wanted to help Christians connect their faith with every part of their lives, and we wanted to do it by providing a “deposit of accumulated wisdom” of articles written by key evangelical thinkers and practitioners. Eleven years into the new millennium, the need for such a book has never been greater. We thought the pace of change in 1997 was great. The pace of change has not slowed. If anything it is even faster and more complex.

Therefore we are delighted that Graceworks has chosen to republish the CBEC, making the articles available for a new generation of thinking Christians who want to live out their faith in every sphere of life. Some articles, like the Information Superhighway, were outdated and had to be replaced. And to ensure that the CBEC will be helpful to a reader in 2011 and beyond, we have added a few key articles on topics like “The Global Financial Crisis,” “Social Media,” and “Climate Change.” Most of the original articles are still relevant and have been retained.

Our hopes for the CBEC remain the same. Followers of Jesus Christ still need to help to bridge the gap between their faith and their daily lives.

There is little to help us over this gap. Sermons are often too general, small groups avoid sensitive subjects, Christian magazines mainly deal with personal or relational issues, thelogical writings rarely address everyday concerns. This book seeks to provide what we are lacking. (From the Introduction to the 1997 edition.)

As we republish the CBEC, we want to continue to offer it as a serious resource to help Christians bridge this critical gap between faith and life.




Robert Banks and R. Paul Stevens
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INTRODUCTION




Everyday life is a complex affair. Most of it is made up of familiar situations, responsibilities, frustrations, pressures, conflicts, obligations, dilemmas and demands. In the midst of these we entertain hopes and expectations and meet satisfactions and disappointments. But sometimes crisis, public or private, intrude on the regular rhythms of our lives. New opportunities come our way; long-standing certainties are replaced by newly discovered ambiguities. The world around us changes, and it is hard to keep peace with all that is happening. If we are able to deal with portions of what is happening, the big picture often eludes us. Life easily becomes confusing, and the messages we pick up are often contradictory.

There are two further complications. First, those of us who are committed to connecting our faith with every part of our lives are not always sure how to do so. If it is true, as the major Christian traditions have always insisted, that our religious convictions and values should be reflected in all that we do — the way we eat and drink, work and play, worship and vote, the quality of our parenting and friendships, our involvement with neighbors and of our parenting and friendships, our involvement with neighbors and colleagues, our engagement with popular or high culture — then there is much to consider. All these activities need to be related to our understanding of God, and whatever we learn must be incarnated in our behavior. How else will others know that God makes a distinctive claim on their lives? This is a daunting task, one we cannot handle alone but only with help from others.

Second, it would be easier for us to deal with these matters if there were a deposit of accumulated wisdom on which we could draw. Down through the centuries some impressive groups have developed an integrated approach to life. In such groups, everything was viewed through the lens of faith, hope and love. If the early monastic movements and medieval Christian orders did this for the few, the early Anabaptists and Puritans did it for the many. In the intervening years we have lost some of the breadth of such visions. We have compartmentalized life and either separated ourselves too much from the world or accommodated ourselves too much to it, generally without realizing what we are doing.

There is little to help us over this gap. Sermons are often too general, small group avoid sensitive subjects, Christian magazines mainly deal with personal or relational issues, theological writings rarely address everyday concerns. This book seeks to provide what we are lacking. We have tried to make it as comprehensive, accessible and substantive as possible. While we have sought to make it practical, it is more than a self-help book because it analyzes wide issues, peers beneath the surface of the subjects it treats, and identifies some of the connections between them.

You can use The Complete Book of Everyday Christianity in a number of ways.



	You may have a particular interest you wish to pursue (such as developing a simpler lifestyle) or a felt need on which you require help (say, the issue of workaholism). All you have to do is look up such terms in the subject index, find the entries you want, and then follow any cross-references to related articles.


	You may be passing through a troublesome period of life (such as a midlife crisis) or facing a specific set of concerns (perhaps family problems). In such cases the Life Experience Index is especially helpful, since it lists a range of entries under various life stages and situations.


	You may be preparing a talk, study, sermon or workshop. As you do so, you may profitably consult entries directly in the dictionary itself. Alternatively, many entries in this volume would lend themselves to being part of a series of small-group or class discussion. You might develop a series with the help of the Life Experience Index, or create your own with the help of group cross-references in a major entry. For instance, a series on redeeming our daily routine might be based on articles about washing, chores, reading newspapers, commuting, office politics, coffee drinking, shopping and television.


	You may wish to use the volume as a textbook for a church or para-church-based class or a college or a seminary course. With regard to the first of these, you could consult the Life Activities, Interest & Concerns Index and take one of its main divisions and construct a series out of it, or choose a theme (such as community) that crosses several divisions. With regard to the second, we ourselves will be using the volume in courses on lifestyle ethics, marketplace ministry and the spirituality of everyday life.


	You may simply prefer, at times, to browse through the book when and where you have opportunity, moving from topic to topic as your interest takes you.




Throughout the volume you will find numerous cross-references in see or see also listings.

For the two of us, working on this volume was an adventure that has developed agrowing friendship and appreciation of one another. Through its hundred or so contributors,the book has also introduced us to a wide range of thoughtful practitioners who sharesome common interests. From the outset InterVarsity Press took a keen interest in theproject and, with the help of Rodney Clapp, brought our “concept” into being. We are alsograteful to the secretaries and research assistants who helped us at various points on thisjourney. Above all, we are thankful to God, for all the encouragement and sustenance thatcame to us along the way, and whose vision for all people and every part of creation is soastonishingly inclusive, vibrant and glorious.
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  ABORTION


  Edwin Hui


  Abortion has been with us throughout the ages.While first accepted as a necessary measure or “therapy” in saving the life of the mother, it has also been accepted in many countries as a means of population control, “quality of life” control (in the case of deformed fetuses) and reproductive control. It is often a choice for teens and women in economic hardship who do not have the resources to care for a child, as well as for women who are victims of rape and incest. In modern Western culture the justification and acceptance of this practice has widened as women’s rights and reproductive rights have come to the forefront. Often a woman’s request for abortion is justification enough for the procedure.


  Medical Considerations


  Abortionis termination of a pregnancy. It can be classified as eitherspontaneousorinduced. A spontaneous abortion is a miscarriage, that is, the pregnancy ends usually due to various chromosomal or congenital defects, diseases or infections — of fetal or maternal origin. Unlike spontaneous abortion, an induced abortion is not a natural process of the body and involves a medical intervention. This intervention is of two types — therapeutic or elective — depending on the reason for the abortion. If the mother’s life is in danger, as in the case of cardiovascular and hypertensive diseases, an abortion might be performed for therapeutic reasons. An elective or voluntary abortion, on the other hand, is requested for reasons other than maternal health and is the most commonly performed type of abortion in the West today. It is estimated that approximately 25 percent of all pregnancies in the world are terminated by elective abortion, making this the most common method of reproduction limitation.


  The method chosen for an abortion is commonly determined by factors like the duration of the pregnancy, the patient’s health, the experience of the physician and the physical facilities. The methods include (1) suction or surgical curettage; (2) induction of labor by means of intra- or extra-ovular injection of a hypertonic solution or other oxytocic agent; (3) extra-ovular placement of devices such as catheters, bougies or bags; (4) abdominal or vaginal hysterotomy and (5) menstrual regulation. About 75 percent of induced abortions in the United States are performed by suction curettage for a pregnancy of twelve weeks’ duration or less; these are usually performed in abortion outpatient clinics. There are, however, medical concerns about this spreading practice.


  The two major medical reasons for limiting abortion today are fetal viability (which changes with technological capabilities) and medical consequences to the mother. Viability, the point at which a fetus can survive outside the mother’s womb, now stands at twenty-four weeks and can often be easily defined. Yet the consequences of an abortion procedure to the mother are debated and controversial. While most abortions, especially those done in the first trimester, are safe for women physically, the psychological sequela have gone undocumented. Some reports deny serious psychological effects of abortion, but most cite overwhelming statistics indicating dire long-term negative effects, including guilt, shame, depression, grief, anxiety, despair, low self-esteem, distrust and hostility. Women with previous histories of psychiatric illnesses tend to be affected to a greater degree.


  Both the Canadian Medical Association and the American Medical Association recognize abortion as a medical procedure available under the law. Recently, the Accreditation Council for Graduate Medical Education called for compulsory abortion training for students of obstetrics (McFarland, p. 25). In contrast, the Christian Medical and Dental Society (CMDS) opposes the practice of abortion.


  Prolife Versus Prochoice


  It is most unfortunate that the abortion debate is divided into two clearly opposing camps: the prolife and the prochoice, each entrenched in its respective uncompromising positions. The prolife stance holds the view that the fetus is a developing human being with intrinsic values and inviolable rights. She is as much a human being as the mother. So the sanctity of the fetal life in the womb, however developed, should have priority over the reproductive freedom of the woman. Abortion should be considered only when the life of the mother is in jeopardy. The basis of the prolife position is largely, but not exclusively, grounded on divine authority and the belief that human life is a gift of God.


  The prochoice position does not see the fetus as possessing rights independent of the mother, who alone has the right to decide the fate of the fetus. This maternal right is in turn grounded in the principle of autonomy or self-determination, which provides the mother with freedom to make reproductive choices. The prochoice position also views access to abortion as necessary for women’s complete social equality. They see reproduction as the major obstacle to women’s competing successfully with men, and hence control of reproduction, including abortion, is necessary for equality. Any restriction of the availability of abortion is interpreted as coercing women to carry pregnancies to term against their will.


  Personhood


  While it is seldom disputed that a conceptus or a fetus is human, there is hardly a consensus as to when a human person begins. Personhood is still a crucial and practical issue, since modern society accords a person certain moral rights, such as the right to life. General philosophical criteria for personhood include any one, a few or all of the following: rationality, consciousness, self-consciousness, freedom to act on one’s own reasons, capacity to communicate with others and capacity to make moral judgments. Some hold that only when one or all of these qualities have been actualized should a human being be considered a person (actuality principle). Others feel that these qualities of personhood only emerge gradually in the course of fetal and early childhood development, so what counts in defining personhood is the potential that the human life possesses (potentiality principle). In this view fetuses and infants are recognized as having different degrees of personhood and therefore are given different measures of right to life.


  The Bible does not use specifically the wordspersonorpersonhood, but a biblical view of personhood can be established on the basis of a Christian doctrine of the image of God. Genesis 1:26–27 reads: “Then God said, ‘Let us make man in our image, in our likeness, and let them rule.’ . . . So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he created them.” Because God exists as three persons in communion, we also believe that human persons are created in his image to live in community. The most fundamental attribute of being in the image of God and human personhood, therefore, is relationality. God creates every single human person in order to relate to him or her. In response, every created human person seeks to relate to the Creator and other fellow creatures. Since each human being is created uniquely by God, every single human being is God’s image bearer. This is the ground for personhood, uniqueness and the right to life. Life is sacred because God creates a particular life for a unique relationship between him as the Creator and us as his creatures. This relationship begins when a conceptus is formed as God permits a human sperm and ovum to unite in the creation of a new unique life. How that life unfolds and whether all the inherent potentialities are actualized or not do not take away the intrinsic value of that life as God’s image bearer, a human person.


  A Christian Response


  Such a Christian understanding of personhood undergirds the proper attitude toward abortion. The sixth commandment in the Bible (not to kill; Exodus 20:13) carries the positive mandate of stewardship of all lives as sacred to God. This means not that the value of life is absolute (Matthew 24:9) but rather that no life is to be taken without an absolutely and unequivocally justifiable reason. As the Creator and Giver of life, it is God who ultimately has the sovereign right to take away life. So any attempt to terminate life, as in an abortion, must be done with the fullest sense of accountability before the sovereign God. For this reason the CMDS, both in the U.S. and Canada, in contrast to its secular counterparts, opposes the routine practice of abortion. Four main points are maintained in their position: (1) CMDS opposes abortion, yet supports alternatives; (2) CMDS believes abortion is in opposition to the Word of God, to respect for the sanctity of life and to traditional, historical and Judeo-Christian medical ethics; (3) CMDS believes that the Bible espouses principles that oppose the interruption of pregnancy (the sovereignty of God, the value of life over quality of life, moral responsibility in sexual conduct); (4) in the face of rights arguments put forth by patients and physicians alike, CMDS adheres to the final authority of Scripture, which teaches the sanctity of human life.


  But resolving the dilemma of abortion takes more than ardently defending the sanctity of life in the unborn, for there is sacred life to embrace, though tragically unwanted, when abortion is opposed and denied. As a community that espouses Christian teachings and opposes abortion, we must be prepared to parent any children, not just our own, as a shared obligation. This means taking concrete steps to receive unwanted children into our families as a gesture of taking seriously the sacred lives God has created and exercising stewardship.


  As a community of grace, Christians must, in addition to exercising the stewardship of life, honor our obligation of love. Love sees a woman seeking abortion as a neighbor in need of compassion. Regardless of whether abortion is given or denied, the pregnant mother, father and other members of the family will likely feel wounded. The Christian community must live out its spirit ofkoinōniaby developing various forms of care and support during such a difficult time and by providing a context in which repentance, reconciliation, healing and nurturing may take place.


  Finally, the Christian community must not abdicate its responsibility in the prevention of abortion in our society. This must be achieved through education of our teenagers and young adults with regard to moral sexual conduct and responsible family planning. Sexual abilities are given to human beings to experience in part on earth what God is fully in eternity — love. Children, as a product of the love between husband and wife, are gifts from God to deepen the experience of love. No sex or childbearing outside the institution of marriage fulfills this divine intention. Christian education in the form of counseling is also important, and participation with a Christlike humility and patience in organizations such as Pregnancy Crisis Center enables a Christian community to resolve and persevere with the abortion dilemma.


  See also:Parenting,Self-Esteem,Sexuality
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  ABUSE


  Ken Blue


  There has been a dramatic increase in the public’s awareness of and concern about various forms of abuse, primarily family abuse. Most of this is physical and sexual assault as well as psychological and emotional abuse against women and children. According to the Federal Bureau of Investigation, one out of every two American women is beaten during her marriage; 28 percent are battered at least once a year. A woman is battered every fifteen seconds. Battering is the single greatest cause of injury to women in the U.S., more than accidents, rapes and muggings combined. Over 70 percent of men who batter their wives also physically or sexually assault their children. The vast majority of women who are beaten, raped or murdered are assaulted by someone with whom they are intimate. By contrast, men who are beaten or murdered are assaulted by total strangers. The FBI estimates that less than 10 percent of domestic violence is reported to authorities.



  Understanding Abuse


  Abuse is a buzzword today. One way of overcoming this is to view abuse on a continuum. At one end of the continuum we place brutal, systematic exploitation and oppression. Here power abuse is often premeditated, and the perpetrator knows full well that the abuse hurts others. At the opposite end of the continuum we place relatively mild and sporadic social manipulation. Here the abuser does not intend harm but blindly pursues personal desires and hurts others in the process. Many such abusers are curiously naive about the damage they do to others. This naiveté  is usually a factor when abuse occurs in the church.



  Abuse of any type occurs when someone has power over another and uses that power to hurt. Physical abuse means that someone exercises physical power over another and causes physical wounds. Sexual abuse means that someone exercises sexual power over another and causes sexual wounds. Spiritual abuse means that someone in a position of spiritual authority uses that position to inflict spiritual wounds. And so, social, political and psychological abuse occurs when those in power use that power to cause unjust suffering to those around them.



  The Silent Epidemic


  The American Medical Association refers to physical and sexual abuse against women and children as the “silent epidemic” of the 1990s. The AMA tells physicians to be on the lookout for symptoms of abuse and then to go beyond just treating those symptoms. Once doctors see evidence of abuse they are urged to report it to authorities. If necessary, doctors are to assist in pressing charges against the perpetrators of the abuse. This new activism on the part of physicians is one indication of society’s alarm over abuse.



  Is there a real increase of abuse today, or are we just reporting it and talking about it more? The answer to both questions is yes. There is a documented increase of child abuse in the home and sexual abuse in and outside the home. For instance, twenty-year-old women are reporting nearly twice the instances of sexual assault against them as their mothers had experienced at the same age.



  Also, abuse has become a less taboo topic. For years Americans maintained a virtual silence on the issues of child abuse and sexual violence against women in the home. The church was most reticent of all to discuss these concerns, but now they are out in the open. The Roman Catholic Church, for example, is dealing openly with child sexual abuse by its priests. Some leaders estimate that by the year 2000, the Catholic Church will have paid out over one billion dollars in settlements to victims of clergy sexual abuse.



  Spiritual abuse happens when a leader with spiritual authority uses that authority to coerce, control or exploit a follower, thus causing spiritual wounds. Unlike physical abuse, which often results in bruised bodies, spiritual abuse leaves scars on the psyche and soul. Counselors report that those wounded by spiritual abuse share many symptoms seen in victims of childhood sexual abuse, including deep fearfulness, depression, anxiety and an inability to trust. They are often too ashamed to talk openly about it. Some who do talk about their experiences are called “divisive” or “troublemakers” or are told that they are the problem.


  Spiritual abuse is as widespread today as it was at the time Jesus spoke the words which contain the Bible’s clearest teaching on the subject. Jesus points out that abusive spiritual leaders demand authority for themselves, based on title and office (Matthew 23:6–7), whereas healthy leaders rely on their demonstrated servanthood to exercise influence. Abusive leaders oppress and manipulate people by heaping on people loads of legalism, guilt and shame (Matthew 23:4), while non-abusive leaders lift those burdens off, directing their followers to Jesus Christ for rest and for “yokes” that are light and fit well (Matthew 11:28–30).


  Spiritual abuse occurs on a continuum from minor and sporadic to heavy-handed and systematic. Some abusers are easy to identify by their obviously immoral behavior. Others are much more subtle, but equally damaging. They may officially embrace an orthodox theology and present a polished, respectable public image. But in reality they practice “another gospel” which undermines adult reasoning and personal relationship with God in favor of unbalanced submission to an authoritarian church leadership. Such people subtly coerce their congregations through skillful use of language of intimacy and trust. When these types of leaders pretend to be a friend representing the heart of God and use this illusion to dehumanize and manipulate people, they inflict deep spiritual wounds.


  Exploring the Reasons


  Many factors contribute to the increasing incidence of abuse: sociological, political, cultural and spiritual. People in the Western world feel an increasing sense of powerlessness, pressured as they are by an increasingly automated, depersonalized and globalized society. One way of responding to powerlessness is by violence, and persons closest at hand frequently are the targets of this frustration. Further, society in general is decaying. Increasingly we hear our culture described as “post-Christian.” One symptom of this is that what is right and wrong from a biblical perspective is taught and understood less and less. Since there no longer exists a moral consensus among us, people increasingly do what is right in their own eyes.


  The breakdown of the family also contributes to the increase of abusive behavior in children. Children who grow up in broken and otherwise dysfunctional homes often suffer from poor emotional health and tend to be less psychologically stable. Statistically they are also more likely to be the victims of abuse. Add to this their anger and frustration over being neglected and their efforts to survive under oppressive living conditions, and it is easy to see why disadvantaged children often act out and tend to become abusive toward others. Abusive parents today were very likely victims themselves of parental abuse. This creates a dismal generational view of the problem.



  Sadly, there is little difference between the moral performance of the general public and churchgoers. Frequency of all kinds of abuses is more or less the same for the “Christian” and non-Christian population — the abuse of power among church leaders approximates the abuse of power among leaders elsewhere. Power always brings privileges, and all too frequently these privileges are abused.



  Using and Abusing Power


  The idea of power is complex. Every living human being possesses power. That is to say, every living person has some capacity to act on the environment and effect change — some more, some less. Some people are strong physically, intellectually, spiritually, politically, socially and so on. They have more power. Others are weak. They obviously have less power. Society dictates how certain kinds of power are distributed. Some people are awarded more power, some less. That means that some are dominant and others must defer. In most societies police officers are assigned power. In business bosses are assigned power. In religion pastors and priests are assigned power. In all our social arrangements, power is unequally distributed.



  This unequal distribution of power is not the problem so far as the Bible is concerned. “Everyone must submit himself to the governing authorities, for there is no authority except that which God has established” (Romans 13:1). The problem arises when those with power use that power to hurt others. When the power arrangements in church and society produce injustice, then God comes against the power abusers and to the aid of the victims. As God’s people, we must have the same attitude.



  The Old Testament prophets spoke frequently on God’s behalf against the political and religious power abusers of their day: “For three sins of Damascus, and even for four, I will not turn back my wrath. Because she threshed Gilead with sledges . . .” (Amos 1:3). When those who were abusing power did not repent of their sin, God stepped in to judge them and work justice for the victims. “The Sovereign Lord says: I am against the shepherds and will hold them accountable for my flock. I will remove them from tending the flock. . . I myself will search for my sheep and look after them” (Ezekiel 34:10–11).



  Jesus continued God’s justice work as he spoke out against the ecclesiastical power abusers of his day and offered help to their victims: “Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You shut the kingdom of God in men’s faces” (Matthew 23:13). “They tie up heavy loads and put them on men’s shoulders” (Matthew 23:4). “Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest” (Matthew 11:28).



  God not only distributes power and allows society to make power arrangements but also demands that those in power act responsibly. Specifically, God calls those in power to use it to serve those subject to them. Isaiah says to the power brokers of his day, “If you do away with the yoke of oppression . . . and if you spend yourself in behalf of the hungry and satisfy the needs of the oppressed . . . the Lord will guide you always” (Isaiah 58:9–11). That is to say, those in power with the ability to serve the needy are obliged to do so. Jesus put it this way: “You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them. . . Not so with you. Instead, whoever wants to become great among you must be your servant” (Matthew 20:25–26). Jesus has no problem with someone becoming powerful so long as the power of greatness is exercised in servanthood.



  Healing Abuse


  Anyone with power over others is a potential abuser. Parents have power over children, husbands over wives, bosses over workers, police over citizens, pastors over church members. Before God, these positions of authority, privilege and power come with obligations. Jesus himself models how to carry out these obligations. Jesus exercised authority and power over his followers by washing their feet and laying down his life for them. He was among them as one who served. Paul says that if we possess power and authority of any kind we are to follow Jesus’ example. “Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus: Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be grasped, but made himself nothing, taking the very nature of a servant” (Phil. 2:5–7).



  Abuse should not become the next cause or the witch-hunt of the nineties. We must be careful to discern patterns of abuse from incidents of mistakes. However, Jesus was certainly not silent on this issue, and we should, as always, follow his example. Any type of abuse continues because of ignorance and silence. As we responsibly discuss it, we can identify and stop it. As we learn to spot and correct abusive leaders and systems, we can also identify and support healthy, non-abusive leaders and systems. In addition, we can bring understanding and healing to many who remain shamed and wounded by past abuse.



  The cure for abuse is spiritual healing. This begins with knowing the truth. “You will know the truth, and the truth will set you free” (John 8:32). The truth is that God is angry at abuse perpetrated in the divine Name. God stands ready and able to heal the effects of such abuse and to turn bad family and church experiences into wisdom and power in our lives.
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  ACCOUNTABILITY (RELATIONAL)


  Pete Hammond


  It used to be popular to say, “No one is an island,” reflecting a cultural understanding of connectedness and responsibility between people. But it is different today. Simon and Garfunkel’s plaintive 1960s folksong preached, “I am a rock; I am an island,” reflecting the extreme of our society’s rugged individualism. It is in this environment that accountability has almost disappeared and loneliness has become dominant.



  Designed for Accountability


  Rugged individualism goes against God’s design for human society. We were designed to be interconnected and complementary to each other. Even though the word accountability does not occur in most Bible translations, the concept is foundational. Male and female were designed to “become one flesh” (Genesis 2:24). People of faith are to answer to one another (Acts 15:1–4; James 5:14–20).



  A very clear picture of accountability is presented by Paul in his letter to the Corinthian church. Here he uses the image of a builder to describe all people of faith. He then describes how what we build will be measured and the quality or lack of it will bring either reward or loss. He clearly explains how responsible we are to God for all we are and do (1 Cor. 3:10–23).



  Meaning of Accountability


  What does accountability actually mean? Some contemporary definitions include the following:



 
    Reckoning. Computation. A statement explaining one’s conduct. (Webster’s Dictionary)


    Accounting denotes certain theories, behavioral assumptions, measurement rules and procedures for collecting and reporting useful information concerning the activities and objectives of an organization. (Encyclopedia Britannica)


    Accountability looks back to some deed done or attitude held. Obligation looks forward to moral demands that need to be met in relationships. (Cole, p. 734–35)


  

  Our cultural understanding suggests that accountability is best designed when it encourages desirable performance. This process is served by the disciplines of bookkeeping or the classifying of data and activities in order to measure them against agreed-upon standards and expectations.



  But in the community of faith it is much more. Accountability for believers is more dynamic. It is organic in nature and expressed through relationships, networks and systems. It is developed through visibility as in commissioning or storytelling, reporting and case-study processes. Furthermore it is developed through strong relationships and creating a “confessing” environment among congregational or small-group leaders, thereby encouraging it among others (James 5:16). Reflection questions can be used in small groups to help people self-audit and mutual friends inquire of each other. Finally, accountability is demonstrated through stewardship and audit rhythms through annual reports, budgets, building upkeep, staff reviews and so on that are magnetic, enriching and clarifying.



  Accountability in Scripture


  There are examples of accountability in Scripture. Jesus exhibited accountability to his Father as he prayed and reviewed his work in his high priestly prayer (John 17:1–25). He illustrated our accountability to particular kinds of people by his concern for “the least of these” (Matthew 25:40). Ananias and Sapphira were held accountable for their manipulation of money and reputation in the early church and were punished for their violation of the group’s integrity (Acts 5:1–11).



  Paul and Barnabas demonstrated their understanding of accountability when they voluntarily reported to the Jerusalem council regarding the controversy about non-Jews coming into the faith through their new work in Antioch (Acts 15:1–35). Paul declared, “Each of us will be accountable to God” (Romans 14:12 NRSV). Rewards and penalties will be administered in light of whether we construct our lives on the foundation of Jesus Christ or something less (1 Cor. 3:9–17). James held his churches accountable for their treatment of widows, the poor, the wealthy and sinners (James 1:9–11, 18; James 3:12–18; James 5:7–8, 17–18). John demonstrated that evil will be judged and recompensed in absolute and final ways (Rev. 20:1–5).



  Outcomes of Accountability


  Accountability is essential to healthy living. Herein we find protection from our worst tendencies. Sin has given us the terrible ability to misuse every good thing. Belonging to a body of faithful believers shields us from the worst manifestations of this condition. Living in relationships that call for responsibility to others brings balance and complementarity in our areas of weakness and encourages love, forgiveness, insight, protection and care. We are designed for and are called to this, and herein we thrive. Being held responsible to each other in the faith is a human demonstration of our creation nature as those who belong to God and who delight in that relationship.


  See also:Accountability (Workplace),Church in the Home,Confronting,Discipleship,Fellowship,Friendship,Networking,Small Groups,Spiritual Growth
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  ACCOUNTABILITY (WORKPLACE)


  Walter Wright Jr.


  Accountability is not a new concept. Deeply ingrained in the prophetic mind of the Old Testament was the understanding that God holds the leaders of Israel accountable for the care and nurture of his people. For example, God says to the shepherds of Israel, “who only take care of themselves!” that He is “against the shepherds and will hold them accountable for my flock” (Ezekiel 34:2, 10). Where there is expectation, there is also accountability. This is true for family life, for church membership, for volunteer work, in organizations and in business.


  How am I doing? Am I going anywhere? Am I growing? Am I learning? These are the questions of accountability. The expectation of progress, change or movement carries with it the element of accountability.


  Accountability and Mission


  Accountability therefore rests on a corporate purpose. Without a goal, objective, mission or expectation, there would be no need for accountability. It comes into play as soon as someone desires to change from the status quo to a new level of reality, experience or accomplishment, a future against which the present is compared. Accountability accepts responsibility for movement from the present in line with the purpose and measures progress toward the mission. It does this whether the responsibility is a self-expectation or the expectation of others.


  Accountability and Responsibility


  Accountability is in fact the flip side of responsibility. While we often use the concept of accountability to refer to the measurement of specific action or behavior in pursuit of the mission or objectives, it might be more appropriate to keep accountability closely linked with responsibility. It is only when a person is understood (and understands himself or herself) to be responsible for a particular action or progress that he or she is accountable. So accountability measures the progress or growth for which a person has accepted responsibility. It assumes that we want to grow, that we expect some movement which we want to measure, unless of course we want to stay in a steady state, in which case accountability seeks to measure that we have not lost ground!


  While it is possible to be held accountable by another for a responsibility assigned, accountability and responsibility are most powerfully linked when they are owned.Ownershipis the intentional internalizing of responsibility so that a person holds himself or herself accountable. When responsibility is owned, when accountability is internalized, it becomes a personal commitment and a powerful motivating force within the person.


  Accountability and Commitment


  Peter Block, in his excellent bookThe Empowered Manager, calls attention to the difference between commitment and sacrifice. When responsibility is imposed from outside and not owned by the person responsible, it requires sacrifice. The individual must sacrifice his or her personal vision to pursue a vision owned by someone else. This is neither satisfying nor motivating. Responsibility is assigned by someone else, and accountability is measured by someone else. On the other hand, ownership of responsibility leads to commitment. When the individual owns responsibility for the purpose, accountability flows from personal commitment. This is the highest form of motivation. The individual is accountable to himself or herself to fulfill the accepted responsibility as an expression of his or her own personal vision.


  Accountability and Power


  This distinction becomes painfully important in organizational settings where responsibility is given (and accepted), where accountability is expected, but the authority or resources necessary to fulfill the responsibility are not provided. This is the classic definition of powerlessness and leads to a significant loss of motivation and performance. It is critically important that the appropriate authority and resources be available to enable the person to fulfill the responsibility. Otherwise accountability is personally frustrating and organizationally meaningless.


  In an organizational setting it is important to distinguish between accountability for results and accountability for tactics or strategies. Responsibility is best shared when it focuses on results and allows the individual to invest himself or herself in the determination of the best way to achieve those results in line with the organization’s mission and values. If too much specificity is involved in this, there is little responsibility given and thus little accountability. The assumption here is that responsibility can and should be shared, while still recognizing that this does not release those drawn into its exercise from responsibility and accountability individually.


  Whether in business or volunteer church work, accountability structures need to be clearly defined. This can be one to one in spiritual friendships, through small groups, by means of performance reviews and through formal accountability groups, such as those outlined in David Watson’s bookCovenant Discipleship.


  Accountability at its best is the ownership of responsibility for results with self-evaluation and self-correction as one moves toward the accomplishment of a purpose or the living of a vision. It assumes personal integrity and organizational trust and loyalty.


  See also:Organization,Organizational Culture and Change,Organizational Values,Play
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LIFE ACTIVITIES, INTERESTS & CONCERNS INDEX




The Life Activities, Interests and Concerns Index lists subject categories associated with six major domains of everyday life: (1)the individual and relationships; (2)home and family; (3)work, money and marketplace; (4)neighborhood, city and society; (5)leisure, culture and environment; and (6)church and mission.

Each domain includes an introductory paragraph exploring its theological relevance to everyday Christian living. Within each of the six domains, subjects are arranged alphabetically; many of the subject headings also contain cross-references. To ﬁnd articles related to a particular topic, choose one of the domains and check the alphabetical listing within that domain. A subject with a See cross-reference (for example, Borrowing. SeeDebt) indicates that there is no article by that title (Borrowing) but directs you to a similar article (Debt) within which you will ﬁnd relevant information. A subject with a See also cross-reference (for example,Conversation. See alsoGossip) indicates that there is an article by that title (Conversation) and also directs you to a related article (Gossip).



Index Quick Links



  
    	The Individual and Relationships
    	Neighborhood, City and Society
  


	Home and Family
 	Leisure, Culture and Environment
  


	Work, Money and Marketplace
    	Church and Mission
  








1. The Individual and Relationships↩

At every stage of human life — from conception to resurrection — we are invited by God to find meaning and purpose in everyday life. The ordinary “daily round” — from washing our faces in the morning to slipping into bed at night is full of hints of God’s purpose and invitations to grow in faith. In addition, life is full of significant transitions from leaving home to leaving this life each of which is a moment of personal and spiritual growth. The articles in this section explore the theology and spirituality of everyday life in the experience of individual persons and their relationships.

	Abortion


	Abuse


	Accountability. SeeAccountability (Relational);Accountability (Workplace)


	Addiction


	Admonishing. SeePreaching


	Adolescence


	Adornment


	Affirming.See alsoBlessing, Family


	Aging. See alsoDiscrimination (Workplace);Retirement


	Anniversaries


	Anxiety

	Bereavement. SeeDeath;Grieving


	Birth.See alsoConception;Pregnancy


	Body


	Boredom


	Busyness. SeeTime

	Circumcision


	Civility


	Cleaning. SeeWashing


	Clothing. SeeAdornment;Dress Code (Workplace)


	Conception.See alsoNew Reproductive Technology


	Church Conflict.SeeChurch Conflict; See alsoChurch Resolution


	Conflict Resolution


	Conflict, Spiritual. SeeSpiritual Conflict


	Conscience


	Contraception


	Conversation


	Cooking. SeeEating;Meal Preparation


	Creativity.SeeArt;Beauty;Craftsmanship

	Dating


	Death.See alsoGrieving;Miscarriage


	Debt.See alsoCredit


	Depression


	Dreaming


	Dressing. SeeAdornment;Dress Code (Workplace)


	Driving. SeeAutomobile;Commuting;Mobility


	Drunkenness. SeeAddiction


	Dying. SeeDeath

	Eating.See alsoChocolate;Meal Preparation;Sugar / Sugary


	Eating Out. SeeEating


	Emotions


	Euthanasia


	Examinations

	Faith Development


	Farewell


	Feelings.SeeEmotions


	Femininity


	Festivals — Christmas


	Festivals — Easter


	Festivals — Thanksgiving


	Forgiveness.SeealsoConflict Resolution


	Freedom


	Friendship

	Gift-Giving


	Gossip


	Gratitiude. SeeFestivals — Thanksgiving


	Grieving


	Growth, Spiritual. SeeSpiritual Growth


	Guidance.See alsoVocational Guidance

	Habits


	Hairstyle. SeeBeauty;Body


	Happiness.SeePleasure


	Hate


	Healing


	Health


	Health Insurance. SeeInsurance


	Heart. SeeEmotions;Reasoning;Soul


	Homosexuality


	Hospitality

	Illness. SeeSickness


	Individual.See alsoFreedom


	Insomnia. SeeRest;Sleeping


	Insurance

	Letter Writing


	Life Insurance. SeeInsurance


	Listening


	Love

	Masculinity


	Masturbation


	Menopause and Male Climacteric


	Midlife Crisis. SeeLife Stages;Menopause and Male Climacteric


	Mind. SeeReasoning


	Miscarriage

	Need


	New Reproductive Technology.See alsoContraception

	Oaths.SeePromising


	Ownership, Private.See alsoStewardship

	Person/Personhood. SeeAbortion;Body;Conception;Euthanasia;Soul


	Pets


	Planning


	Pregnancy


	Privacy


	Promising.See alsoContracts

	Reasoning


	Reproductive Technologies. SeeNew Reproductive Technology


	Rest.See alsoLeisure


	Resurrection. SeeBody


	Retirement


	Rights

	Saving. SeeGift-Giving;Investment;Stewardship


	Self-Esteem


	Senses. SeeBody;Listening


	Sexual Abuse. SeeAbuse


	Sexuality


	Sickness


	Sleeping


	Soul


	Speaking.See alsoPreaching


	Spirit. SeeSoul


	Spiritual Conflict


	Spiritual Direction.SeeSpiritual Formation


	Spiritual Disciplines.See alsoSpiritual Growth


	Stress (Workplace)

	Talents


	Thinking. SeeReasoning


	Time

	Values


	Virtues


	Visiting


	Vows. SeePromising

	Waiting


	Waking.SeeSleeping


	Walking


	Want.SeeNeed


	Washing


	Watch


	Wellness. SeeHealth


	Will. SeeSoul


	Will, Last








2. Home and Family↩

Family is one of those notoriously hard words to deﬁne. But in this section we explore family as a community of belonging which one enters by birth, adoption or the marriage covenant. In the “Church and Mission” section there are additional important articles in which the thought of the church as the Christian’s “ﬁrst family" is explored. Both home and church are meeting places with God. Many people think that ﬁnding God at home — called “domestic spirituality” — is a matter of bringing God into the home sometimes through family devotions and religious ritual. But the whole of family life itself is a spiritual discipline inviting us Godward. God made human beings to live in family because God — in Father, Son and Holy Spirit — dwells in family. Created human beings reﬂect that image on earth. So the most mundane as well as the most exalted family experiences — from reading a story to your children to planning a family wedding — and all the family transitions — from adolescence to empty-nesting — are designed by God to be faith-evoking and life-afﬁrming. Even family problems and domestic crises are opportunities as well as dangers.



	Abortion


	Abuse


	Adolescence


	Affirming.See alsoBlessing, Family


	Aging. See alsoRetirement


	Allowances.See alsoMoney;Stewardship


	Anniversaries


	Birth. See alsoConception;Pregnancy


	Birth Control. SeeContraception


	Birthdays


	Blessing, Family. See alsoBlessing;Promising


	Breast-Feeding

	Chores


	Circumcision


	Cleaning. SeeChores;Washing


	Cohabiting


	Conception. See alsoNew Reproductive Technology


	Conflict Resolution


	Confronting


	Contraception


	Courting. SeeDating;Marriage


	Covenant. SeeMarriage

	Dating


	Death. SeeGrieving;Miscarriage


	Divorce


	Dreaming


	Dressing. SeeAdornment


	Empty Nesting


	Euthanasia


	Examinations

	Family


	Family Communication


	Family Goals


	Family History


	Family Problems


	Family Systems


	Family Traditions.SeeFamily Goals;Family History;Family Values;Festivals


	Family Values


	Femininity


	Festivals — Christmas


	Festivals — Easter


	Festivals — Thanksgiving


	Furnishings. SeeAdornment;Home;Homemaking;Ownership, Private;Shopping

	Godparenting. See alsoChurch — Family


	Grandparenting

	Home


	Homemaking


	Homework


	Homosexuality


	Honeymoon.SeeCohabiting;Marriage


	Hospitality


	House. SeeHome

	Inheritance, SeeWill, Last


	Insurance

	Life Insurance. SeeInsurance


	Life Stages. See alsoAdolescence;Empty Nesting


	Listening


	Living Together. SeeCohabiting


	Love


	Male Climacteric. See Menopause and Male Climacteric


	Male Menopause. See Menopause and Male Climacteric

	Marriage


	Masturbation


	Meal Preparation. See alsoEating;Hospitality


	Menopause and Male Climaeteric


	Menstruation


	Mercy Killing. SeeEuthanasia


	Mortgage. SeeDebt;Home;Investment

	Parenting


	Place.SeePublic Spaces


	Pregnancy. See alsoBirth;Conception


	Privacy


	Promising. See alsoBlessing

	Raising Children. SeeParenting


	Secrets. SeeGossip


	Self-Esteem


	Sexual Abuse. SeeAbuse


	Sexual Relations. SeeSexuality


	Sexuality


	Shame. See alsoFamily Problems


	Singleness


	Sleeping


	Space. SeePublic Spaces


	Storytelling

	Transitions. SeeLife Stages

	Vow. SeePromising

	Weddings


	Will, Last











3. Work, Money and Marketplace↩


Work has become for many people the central reference point in their lives and the main consumer of their time and energy. Whether people have much or little, money is what much of life today revolves around. There is an implicit theology in everyone’s attitude to and handling of work. The following entries look at the relationship between God and the marketplace, at work as a spiritual discipline, and at how to handle some of the main pressures and dilemmas that arise in a work setting.

	Accountability (Relational)


	Accountability (Workplace)


	Advertising


	Ambition


	Automation. SeeComputer; Technology

	Boredom


	Borrowing. SeeDebt


	Business Ethics


	Business Values. SeeOrganizational Values

	Calling / Vocation


	Career Change. SeeOrganizational Culture and Change


	Chores


	Committees


	Commuting


	Competency


	Competition


	Compromise


	Computerization. SeeComputer


	Conflict Resolution


	Conflict (Workplace)


	Consumerism


	Contracts


	Covenant. SeeContracts


	Crafts. SeeCraftsmanship


	Craftsmanship


	Credit


	Credit Card


	Culture, Organizational. SeeOrganizational Culture and Change

	Debt. See alsoCredit


	Demotion. SeeFiring


	Discrimination (Workplace)


	Downsizing. SeeFiring


	Dress Code (Workplace)


	Drivenness

	Employment, Part-Time. SeePart-Time Employment

	Failure


	Farming


	Fatigue. SeeRest;Stress (Workplace)


	Financial Crisis, The


	Firing

	Gossip, Workplace. SeeGossip


	Guidance.See alsoVocational Guidance


	Homemaking


	Homework


	Insurance

	Integrity


	Investment


	Job. See Career;Work


	Job Search. See Vocational Guidance

	Leadership


	Lending. SeeCredit


	Loyalty (Workplace)

	Management


	Marketing. SeeAdvertising;Shopping;Shopping Malls


	Mobility


	Money

	Negotiating. See also Contracts


	Networking Occupations. See Career;Craftsmanship;Professions / Professionalism;Trades;Work

	Office Politics


	Organization


	Organizational Culture and Change


	Organizational Values


	Ownership, Private


	Part-Time Employment


	Pensions. SeeInvestment;Retirement


	Planning


	Pollution. See alsoCreation;Ecology


	Power


	Power (Workplace)


	Powers. SeePrincipalities and Powers

	Professions / Professionalism


	Profit


	Promotion


	Protestant Work Ethic. See Work Ethic, Protestant


	Retirement


	Risk. See Insurance; Investment

	Safety, Workplace. SeeWorkplace


	Service (Workplace)


	Servant Leadership. SeeLeadership;Management;Service (Workplace)


	Shiftwork


	Stewardship. See alsoMoney;Ownership, Private


	Stress (Workplace)


	Strikes. See alsoUnions


	Structures


	Success. See alsoAmbition;Failure;Promotion


	System


	Talents


	Tentmaking


	Trades. See alsoCraftsmanship


	Trusteeship. SeeLeadership;Management;Stewardship


	Unemployment


	Unemployment Insurance. SeeInsurance; Unemployment


	Unions


	Values, Organizational. SeeOrganizational Values


	Vocation. SeeCalling / Vocation


	Vocational Guidance


	Volunteer Work


	Wealth


	Whistle-Blowing


	Work. See alsoCalling / Vocation;Career;Professions / Professionalism


	Workaholism. SeeDrivenness


	Work Ethic, Protestant


	Workplace







4. Neighborhood, City and Society↩

Neighborhoods, towns, cities and society as a whole are undergoing significant changes. The following entries discuss these and examine how we should evaluate what is happening and respond with integrity to it. Central to our attempt to seek the welfare of the city is the struggle to redevelop or build greater community and to strengthen and enlarge the quest for justice. Doing this requires both practical theological discernment and an authentic everyday spirituality.

	Anonymity. SeeCity;Community;Loneliness


	Architecture, Urban


	Automobile. See alsoCommuting;Traveling


	Borrowing. SeeDebt


	Buying. SeeConsumerism;Ownership, Private;Shopping


	Capital Punishment. SeeDeath;Justice


	Car. SeeAutomobile;Commuting


	Change, Organizational. SeeOrganizational Culture and Change


	Citizenship


	City


	Civil Disobedience


	Civility


	Climate Change


	Clubs


	Committees


	Community


	Community (Rural)


	Community, Urban. SeeCity;Community


	Commuting


	Consumerism


	Country Living. SeeCommunity (Rural)


	Culture, Organizational. SeeOrganizational Culture and Change


	Credit. See alsoDebt


	Credit Card


	Crime


	Crowds

	Discrimination. SeeDiscrimination (Workplace);Multiculturalism;Pluralism


	Dissent. SeeCivil Disobedience;Social Action


	Driving. SeeAutomobile;Commuting;Mobility


	Drugs

	Ecology


	Education


	Education, Christian. SeeChristian Education


	Elections. SeeJustice;Lobbying;Voting


	Ethnocentrism


	Examinations

	Farming


	Fences


	Freedom


	Freeways. SeeAutomobile;Commuting;Suburbia


	Friendship

	Global Village


	Government. SeePolitics


	Homelessness. See Mobility


	Hospitality


	House. See Home


	Immigration


	Inner City


	Institution. See Organization;Organizational Culture and Change


	Justice


	Justice System. SeeJustice



	Law. Justice;Law Enforcement


	Law Enforcement. See alsoCrime


	Leadership


	Lobbying


	Loneliness. SeeCity;Community



	Malls, Shopping. SeeShopping Malls


	Marketing. SeeAdvertising


	Mobility


	Money


	Multiculturalism. See alsoPluralism



	Nation. SeeNationalism


	Nationalism


	Need


	Neighborhood


	Neighboring. SeeNeighborhood


	Noise



	Organization


	Organizational Culture and Change


	Organizational Values



	Park. SeePublic Spaces


	Peacemaking. See Conflict Resolution;Social Action


	Planning


	Playground. See Public Spaces


	Plazas. See Public Spaces;Shopping Malls


	Pluralism. See alsoMulticulturalism


	Police. See Crime;Law Enforcement


	Political Parties, Joining


	Politics


	Pollution. See alsoCreation;Ecology


	Poverty


	Power


	Powers. See Principalities and Powers


	Privacy


	Prosperity. See Wealth 


	Provinces. See States/Provinces


	Public Spaces


	Public Transportation


	Racism


	Restorative Justice


	Rights


	Rural Community. SeeCommunity (Rural)


	Shopping


	Shopping Malls


	Sidewalks. See Public Spaces


	Silence. SeeNoise


	Simpler Lifestyle


	Small Towns


	Social Action


	Social Justice. SeeCivil Disobedience; Social Action


	Society


	Sound. SeeNoise


	Squares. SeePublic Spaces


	Structures


	Suburbia. See alsoCommuting


	System



	Taxes


	Technology


	Telephone


	Time


	Towns, Small. SeeSmall Towns


	Urban Design. SeeArchitecture, Urban;City


	Values


	Values, Organizational. SeeOrganizational Values


	Village. SeeSmall Towns


	Visiting


	Voluntary Associations. SeeClubs;Volunteer Work


	Volunteerism. SeeEquipping;Tentmaking;Volunteer Work


	Voting



	Wealth


	Weather Watching


	Worldview



	Zoning







5. Leisure, Culture and Environment↩

We are surrounded by opportunities for leisure, cultural enjoyment or advancement. We are also influenced by our humanly constructed and divinely created environment. Understanding how, where and when eachof these fits into God’s purposes is at the core of the following entries. Pervading them is a sense of God’s being the ultimate source and embodiment of rest and artistry, and of our need to reflect these in our own spirituality.

	Advertising


	Art. See alsoBeauty


	Avocation. SeeCalling / Vocation;Leisure


	Backpacking


	Beauty. See alsoArt


	Birthdays


	Boredom


	Buying. SeeConsumerism;Shopping



	Camping


	Cartoons. SeeComics


	Chocolate


	Christmas. SeeFestivals — Christmas


	Climate Change


	Clubs


	Coffee Drinking


	Comics


	Computer


	Computer Games


	Conservation. SeeEcology


	Consumerism


	Conversation. See alsoGossip


	Crafts. SeeCraftsmanship;Quilting


	Creation


	Creativity. SeeArt;Beauty;Craftsmanship


	Culture


	Culture, Popular. SeeMass Media;Movies;Entertainment

	Diversions. SeeEntertainment;Leisure


	Drama. SeeTheater, Live

	Eating. See alsoChocolate;Meal Preparation;Sugar / Sugary


	Eating Out. SeeEating;Meal Preparation


	Ecology


	Entertainment


	Exercise. SeeBody;Recreation

	Fairy Tales


	Fashion. SeeAdornment;Dress Code (Workplace);Shopping


	Festivals — Christmas


	Festivals — Easter


	Festivals — Thanksgiving


	Films. SeeHome Video;Movies

	Gambling. SeeGames;Investment;Stewardship


	Games

	Gardening

	Hiking. SeeBackpacking;Camping;Walking


	Home Video


	Hospitality. See alsoPartying


	Humor



	Imagination



	Jogging. SeeRecreation



	Laughter. See alsoHumor


	Leisure. See alsoBoredom;Play


	Luxuries. SeeNeed;Simpler Lifestyle



	Mass Media. See alsoMovies;Newspapers;Radio Listening;Television


	Meal Preparation. See alsoEating;Hospitality


	Media, Mass. See Mass Media


	Movies. See alsoHome Video;Mass Media


	Music. See alsoCulture;Music (Christian)


	Music (Christian)



	Nature. SeeCreation;Ecology


	Newspapers. See alsoMass Media



	Parks. SeeNeighborhood;Public Spaces


	Partying


	Pets


	Photography


	Play. See alsoLeisure, Recreation


	Plays. SeeTheater, Live


	Pleasure. See alsoLeisure;Play


	Pollution


	Quilting


	Radio Listening


	Reading


	Recreation. See alsoLeisure;Play


	Relaxation. SeeRecreation;Rest;Sabbath


	Rest. See alsoLeisure;Sabbath



	Sabbath. See alsoLeisure;Play;Rest


	Shopping


	Sports, Competitive. SeeSports


	Storytelling


	Sugar / Sugary



	Technology


	Televangelism


	Television


	Theater, Live


	Time


	Tourism. SeeTraveling


	Traveling



	Vacations


	Values


	Videos. See Home, Video


	Virtual Reality


	Virtues. See alsoJustice;Love;Values


	Visiting



	Walking


	Weather Watching


	Wilderness. See alsoBackpacking;Creation;Ecology




6. Church and Mission↩

At the heart of Christian experience is community. In one sense, the “individual” Christian does not exist, since we are designed by God to live the Christian life as a people; solitary discipleship is not an option. The articles in this section explore many of the dimensions of church life in both theory and practice. But they also include entries on our mission in the world — at home, next door and in faraway places. Both in gathering as believers and in dispersing into the world, there is much in what follows to help live in this world in a Christian way.

	Accountability (Relational)


	Admonishing. SeePreaching


	Authority (Church)



	Baptism. See alsoSacraments


	Belonging. SeeMembership, Church


	Bishops. SeeLeadership (Church)


	Blessing


	Calling / Vocation


	Christian Education


	Church

	Church Buildings


	Church Conflict


	Church Discipline


	Church (Family)


	Church, House. SeeChurch in the Home


	Church in the Home

	Church Organizations. SeeChurch Structures;Committees;Sunday School


	Church Renewal


	Church, Small


	Church Structures


	Church Unity. SeeDenominations; Nondenominational


	Clergy


	Committees


	Communion


	Community


	Confirmation. SeeBaptism


	Church Conflict


	Conflict Resolution


	Spiritual Conflict


	Confronting


	Counseling, Lay


	Crosscultural Ministry. SeeMission;Missions;Multiculturalism



	Decision-Making. SeeCommittees;Guidance;Vocational Guidance


	Denominations


	Discipleship. SeeSpiritual Formation;Spiritual Growth


	Church Discipline


	Church Structures


	Divisions, Church. SeeDenominations


	Ecumenical. SeeCommunity;Denominations;Fellowship


	Elders. SeeLeadership (Church)


	Equipping


	Encouraging. SeeBlessing


	Eucharist. SeeCommunion


	Evangelism


	Exhorting. SeeBlessing;Blessing, Family;Preaching



	Faith Development


	Family, Church. SeeChurch — Family


	Fellowship


	Festivals — Christmas


	Festivals — Easter


	Festivals — Thanksgiving


	Financial Support


	Gifts. SeeSpiritual Gifts


	Giving. SeeFinancial Support;Gift Giving;Investment;Stewardship


	Godparenting. See alsoChurch — Family


	Gossip, Church. SeeGossip


	Growth, Spiritual. SeeSpiritual Growth


	Guidance


	House Church. SeeChurch in the Home


	Initiation. SeeBaptism


	Laity


	Counseling, Lay


	Leadership (Church)


	Listening


	Lord’s Supper. SeeCommunion;Sacraments


	Love


	Megachurch


	Membership, Church


	Ministry


	Mission. See alsoEvangelism;Social Action


	Missions


	Music (Christian)



	Networking


	Nondenominational Organizations, Church. SeeCommittees;Organization



	Parachurch Organizations


	Pastoral Care


	Peacemaking. SeeConflict Resolution;Social Action


	Prayer, Corporate


	Preaching


	Principalities and Powers. See alsoSpiritual Conflict


	Repentance. SeeForgiveness


	Church Renewal



	Sabbath


	Sacraments. See alsoBaptism;Communion


	Sermons. SeePreaching


	Silence. SeeNoise;Spiritual Disciplines


	Simpler Lifestyle


	Small Groups


	Social Action


	Social Justice. SeeJustice;Mission;Social Action


	Soul


	Speaking. See alsoPreaching


	Spiritual Conflict


	Spiritual Direction. SeeSpiritual Formation


	Spiritual Disciplines. See alsoSpiritual Formation


	Spiritual Formation. See alsoSpiritual Growth


	Spiritual Friendship. SeeFriendship


	Spiritual Gifts


	Spiritual Growth. See alsoSpiritual Formation


	Spiritual Warfare. SeePrincipalities and Powers;Spiritual Conflict


	Stewardship


	Sunday School



	Talents


	Teaching. See alsoChristian Education


	Televangelism. See alsoEvangelism


	Tentmaking


	Tithing. SeeGift-Giving;Stewardship


	Trusteeship. SeeStewardship



	Values


	Virtues


	Vision


	Vocation. SeeCalling / Vocation


	Vocational Guidance


	Volunteer Work



	Witness. See alsoEvangelism;Mission


	Worship
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LIFE EXPERIENCE INDEX




The articles in the Life Experience Index are divided into two major categories. TheLife Stages and Passagescategory has six subdivisions; theLife Experiences and Responsibilitiescategory has thirty subdivisions. Within each subdivision the topically related articles are arranged alphabetically. To find articles related to a particular topic (for example, Finances), choose one of the two major categories (in this case,Life Experiences and Responsibilities) and browse through its subdivisions until you find the desired topic (Finances). The entries under the topic will help you explore the theological significance of one facet of everyday Christianity.


Index Quick Links

Life Stages and Passages


  
    	Birth
    	Midlife
  


	Adolescence
 	Senior Year
  


	Early Adulthood
    	Death
  







Life Experiences and Responsibilities


  
	Building Community
	Celebrations
	Citizenship



	Communicating
	Creativity
	Churchgoing



	Entertainment
	Ethical Issues
	Eating & Drinking



	Finances
	Forming Identity
	Handling inventions



	Leadership
	Learning
	Lifestyle Issues



	Managing Conflict
	Ministry
	Moving



	Personal Problems
	Relationships
	Sexual Dilemmmas



	Social Concerns
	Growing Spiritually
	Surroundings



	Typical day
	Vacationing
	Vacation



	Relaxing
	Witnessing
	Working







Life Stages and Passages

1. Birth↩


	Abortion


	Baptism


	Birth


	Breast-Feeding


	Circumcision


	Conception


	Contraception


	Godparenting


	Miscarriage


	New Reproductive Technology





2. Adolescence↩


	Adolescence


	Allowances


	Baptism


	Dating


	Internet


	Menstruation


	Movies


	Music


	Self-Esteem


	Social Media


	Unemployment


	Vocational Guidance





3. Early Adulthood↩


	Calling / Vocation


	Career


	Marriage


	Parenting


	Singleness


	Unemployment



4. Midlife↩

	Ambition


	Calling / Vocation


	Home


	Menopause


	Parenting


	Singleness




5. Senior Year↩


	Aging


	Blessing, Family


	Empty Nesting


	Grandparenting


	Retirement




6. Death↩


	Death


	Euthanasia


	Farewell


	Grieving


	Will, Last






Life Experiences and Responsibilities

1. Building Community


	Church Discipline


	Church (Family)


	Church in the Home


	Clubs


	Communion


	Community


	Community (Rural)


	Eating


	Fellowship


	Fences


	Friendship


	Hospitality


	Individual


	Laughter


	Neighborhood


	Networking


	Ownership, Private


	Public Spaces


	Small Groups


	Visiting



2. Celebrations↩


	Anniversaries


	Birthdays


	Communion


	Festivals — Christmas


	Festivals — Easter


	Festivals — Thanksgiving


	Partying


	Weddings


	Worship





3. Citizenship↩


	Citizenship


	Civil Disobedience


	Civility


	Freedom


	Law


	Lobbying


	Multiculturalism


	Nationalism


	Pluralism


	Political Parties, Joining


	Politics


	Principalities and Powers


	States/Provinces


	Taxes


	Voting




4. Communicating↩


	Conversation


	Global Village


	Gossip


	Internet


	Letter Writing


	Listening


	Mass Media


	Newspapers


	Preaching


	Radio Listening


	Social Media


	Speaking


	Storytelling


	Teaching


	Telephone


	Television




5. Creativity↩


	Adornment


	Art


	Beauty


	Craftsmanship


	Creation


	Culture


	Fairy Tales


	Gardening


	Homemaking


	Humor


	Music


	Music (Christian)


	Photography


	Quilting


	Theater, Live


	Virtual Reality




6. Churchgoing↩


	Baptism


	Christian Education


	Church


	Church Buildings


	Church in the Home


	Church Renewal


	Church, Small


	Committees


	Denominations


	Equipping


	Fellowship


	Gift-Giving


	Love


	Megachurch


	Membership, Church


	Ministry


	Nondenominational


	Prayer, Corporate


	Preaching


	Sacraments


	Spiritual Gifts


	Sunday School


	Worship



7. Entertainment↩


	Comics


	Computer Games


	Entertainment


	Home Video


	Internet


	Mass Media


	Movies


	Music


	Pleasure


	Reading


	Television



8. Ethical Issues↩


	Business Ethics


	Civil Disobedience


	Competition


	Compromise


	Conscience


	Contraception


	Discrimination (Workplace)


	Euthanasia


	Family Values


	Homosexuality


	Integrity


	Loyalty (Workplace)


	Organizational Values


	Restorative Justice


	Strikes


	Values


	Whistle-Blowing





9. Eating & Drinking↩


	Chocolate


	Coffee Drinking


	Communion


	Eating


	Health


	Hospitality


	Meal Preparation


	Sugar / Sugary




10. Finances↩


	Consumerism


	Credit


	Credit Card


	Debt


	Financial Crisis, The


	Financial Support


	Gift-Giving


	Insurance


	Investment


	Money


	Need


	Poverty


	Profit


	Simpler Lifestyle


	Shopping


	Stewardship


	Taxes


	Wealth





11. Forming Identity↩


	Affirming


	Baptism


	Blessing, Family


	Body


	Calling / Vocation


	Discipleship


	Femininity


	Habits


	Homosexuality


	Individual


	Integrity


	Life Stages


	Self-Esteem


	Shame


	Soul


	Success


	Virtues


	Work




12. Handling inventions↩


	Automobile


	Computer


	Computer Games


	Public Transportation


	Telephone


	Television


	Watch




13. Leadership↩


	Ambition


	Authority (Church)


	Calling / Vocation


	Clergy


	Equipping


	Faith Development


	Laity


	Leadership (Church)


	Love


	Management


	Ministry


	Spiritual Gifts


	Success


	Talents


	Values


	Virtues


	Vision




14. Learning↩


	Christian Education


	Conversation


	Education


	Examinations


	Faith Development


	Family Communication


	Homework


	Internet


	Listening


	Organizational Culture and Change


	Parenting


	Preaching


	Speaking


	Spiritual Disciplines


	Sunday School


	Teaching




15. Lifestyle Issues↩


	Adornment


	Advertising


	Consumerism


	Gift-Giving


	Hospitality


	Internet


	Money


	Need


	Ownership, Private


	Pleasure


	Social Media


	Shopping


	Simpler Lifestyle




16. Managing Conflict↩


	Church Conflict


	Conflict Resolution


	Conflict (Workplace)


	Confronting


	Divorce


	Family Systems


	Hate


	Love


	Office Politics


	Parenting


	Spiritual Conflict




17. Ministry↩


	Calling / Vocation


	Clergy


	Counseling, Lay


	Equipping


	Evangelism


	Financial Support


	Friendship


	Laity


	Love


	Ministry


	Service (Workplace)


	Spiritual Gifts


	Spiritual Growth


	Talents


	Tentmaking


	Volunteer work


	Work




18. Moving↩


	Farewell


	Friendship


	Grieving


	Home


	Letter Writing


	Mobility


	Promotion


	Telephone


	Traveling




19. Personal Problems↩


	Abuse


	Addiction


	Anxiety


	Boredom


	Depression


	Drivenness


	Failure


	Femininity


	Family Problems


	Masculinity


	Masturbation


	Miscarriage


	Privacy


	Rights


	Sickness


	Stress (Workplace)


	Time


	Unemployment




20. Relationships↩


	Accountability (Relational)


	Cohabiting


	Dating


	Divorce


	Friendship


	Gossip


	Love


	Marriage


	Parenting


	Pets


	Promising




21. Sexual Dilemmmas↩


	Abortion


	Abuse


	Body


	Cohabiting


	Femininity


	Homosexuality


	Masculinity


	Masturbation


	Menopause and Male Climacteric


	Singleness


	Sexuality




22. Social Concerns↩


	Abortion


	Civil Disobedience


	Climate Change


	Crime


	Discrimination (Workplace)


	Divorce


	Drugs


	Immigration


	Justice


	Law Enforcement


	Multiculturalism


	Pluralism


	Pollution


	Poverty


	Racism


	Restorative Justice


	Rights


	Social Action


	Society


	Unemployment


	Zoning




23. Growing Spiritually↩


	Accountability (Relational)


	Communion


	Family


	Fellowship


	Friendship


	Listening


	Neighborhood


	Pastoral Care


	Prayer, Corporate


	Rest


	Sabbath


	Simpler Lifestyle


	Spiritual Conflict


	Spiritual Disciplines


	Spiritual Formation


	Spiritual Growth


	Work


	Worldview


	Worship




24. Surroundings↩


	Architecture, Urban


	Church Buildings


	City


	Climate Change


	Creation


	Ecology


	Gardening


	Inner City


	Noise


	Pollution


	Public Spaces


	Smalls Towns


	Suburbia


	Workplace




25. Typical day↩


	Adornment


	Chores


	Commuting


	Conversation


	Dreaming


	Dress Code (Workplace)


	Eating


	Play


	Recreation


	Rest


	Shopping


	Sleeping


	Telephone


	Waiting


	Walking


	Washing


	Weather Watching


	Work




26. Vacationing↩


	Backpacking


	Camping


	Leisure


	Recreation


	Rest


	Sabbath


	Traveling


	Vacations


	Walking


	Wilderness




27. Vocation↩


	Ambition


	Calling / Vocation


	Career


	Craftsmanship


	Drivenness


	Friendship


	Guidance


	Homemaking


	Laity


	Leadership


	Leisure


	Ministry


	Neighborhood


	Planning


	Professions / Professionalism


	Spiritual Gifts


	Talents


	Trades


	Vocational Guidance


	Work




28. Relaxing↩


	Camping


	Games


	Gardening


	Internet


	Leisure


	Play


	Recreation


	Rest


	Sabbath


	Sleeping


	Social Media


	Sports


	Worship




29. Witnessing↩


	Calling / Vocation


	Chores


	Conversation


	Equipping


	Evangelism


	Hospitality


	Laity


	Listening


	Love


	Mission


	Missions


	Prayer, Corporate


	Simpler Lifestyle


	Spiritual Gifts


	Televangelism


	Work




30. Working↩


	Business Ethics


	Career


	Competency


	Contracts


	Dress Code (Workplace)


	Farming


	Firing


	Loyalty (Workplace)


	Negotiating


	Office Politics


	Organizational Culture and Change


	Organizational Values


	Part-Time Employment


	Power (Workplace)


	Professions / Professionalism


	Promotion


	Shiftwork


	Strikes


	Trades


	Work


	Work Ethic, Protestant







  



  
    [image: line.png]

    
[image: logo.png] COPYRIGHTED MATERIAL


  


SUBJECT INDEX

This subject index is a cross-referenced alphabetical listing of all of the articles and related topics of The Complete Book of Everyday Christianity. To find an article or articles related to a particular topic, simply look it up in the subject index. A subject with a see cross-reference (for example, Borrowing. SeeDebt) indicates that there is no article by that title (Borrowing), but you are directed to a similar article (Debt) in which you will find the pertinent information. A subject with a See also cross-reference (for example,Conversation.See alsoGossip), and you are also directed to a related article (Gossip).

Shortcut

A|B|C|D|E|F|G|H|I|J| L|M|N|O|P|Q|R|S|T|U|V|W|Z




A↩


	Abortion

	Abuse

	Accountability (Relational)

	Accountability (Workplace)

	Addiction

	Admonishing. SeePreaching

	Adolescence

	Adoption. SeeBreast-Feeding;Conception;Family;New Reproductive Technology

	Adornment

	Advertising

	Affirming.See alsoBlessing, Family;Shame

	Aging.See alsoDiscrimination (Workplace);Retirement

	Allowances.See alsoMoney;Stewardship

	Ambition.See alsoDrivenness

	Anniversaries

	Anonymity. SeeCity;Community

	Anxiety

	Apologetics. SeeReasoning

	Architecture, Urban

	Art.See alsoBeauty

	Authority (Church)

	Automobile.See alsoCommuting;Traveling

	Avocation. SeeCalling / Vocation;Leisure





B↩


	Backpacking

	Baptism.See alsoGodparenting;Membership, Church

	Beauty.See alsoArt

	Bereavement. SeeDeath;Grieving

	Bible Reading. SeeReading

	Birth.See alsoConception;Pregnancy

	Birth Control. SeeContraception

	Birthdays

	Blessing.See alsoAffirming;Blessing, Family

	Blessing, Family.See alsoBlessing;Promising

	Body.See alsoDeath

	Books. SeeReading

	Boredom

	Borrowing. SeeDebt

	Breast-Feeding

	Business Ethics.See alsoFinancial Crisis, The

	Business Values.SeeOrganizational Values

	Busyness. SeeTime

	Buying. SeeConsumerism;Shopping





C↩


	Calling / Vocation

	Camping

	Capital Punishment. SeeDeath;Justice

	Car. SeeAutomobile;Commuting

	Career

	Cartoons. SeeComics

	Change, Organizational. SeeOrganizational Culture and Change

	Chocolate

	Chores

	Children, Raising. SeeParenting

	Christian Education

	Christian Music. SeeMusic (Christian)

	Christmas. SeeFestivals — Christmas

	Church

	Church Authority. SeeAuthority (Church)

	Church Buildings

	Church Conflict

	Church Discipline

	Church (Family).See alsoGodparenting

	Church in the Home

	Church Leaders. SeeLeadership (Church)

	Church Leadership. SeeLeadership (Church)

	Church, Mega. SeeMegachurch

	Church Membership. SeeMembership, Church

	Church Organizations. SeeChurch Structures;Committees;Sunday School

	Church Renewal

	Church, Small

	Church Structures

	Church Unity. SeeDenomination;Nondenominational

	Circumcision

	Citizenship

	City

	Civil Disobedience

	Civility

	Cleaning. SeeWashing

	Clergy

	Climate Change.See alsoCreation;Ecology;Pollution;Weather Watching

	Clothing. SeeAdornment;Dress Code (Workplace)

	Clubs

	Coffee Drinking

	Cohabiting

	Comics

	Committees

	Communion

	Community.See alsoCommunity (Rural);Fellowship

	Community (Rural)

	Community, Urban. SeeCity;Community

	Commuting

	Competency

	Competition

	Compromise

	Computer.See alsoInternet;Social Media

	Computer Games.See alsoInternet

	Conception.See alsoNew Reproductive Technology

	Confirmation. SeeBaptism

	Church Conflict. SeeChurch Conflict;Church Resolution

	Conflict Resolution.See alsoRestorative Justice

	Conflict, Spiritual. SeeSpiritual Conflict

	Conflict (Workplace)

	Confronting

	Conscience

	Conservation. SeeEcology

	Consumerism

	Contraception

	Contracts

	Conversation.See alsoGossip

	Cooking. SeeEating;Meal Preparation

	Corporate Prayer. SeePrayer, Corporate

	Correspondence. SeeLetter Writing

	Counseling, Lay

	Courting. SeeDating;Marriage

	Covenant. SeeContracts;Marriage;Promising

	Crafts. SeeCraftsmanship;Quilting

	Craftsmanship

	Creation.See alsoClimate Change

	Creativity.SeeArt;Beauty;Craftsmanship

	Credit.See alsoDebt;Financial Crisis, The

	Credit Card

	Crime

	Crosscultural Ministry.SeeMinistry;Mission;Multiculturalism;Pluralism

	Crowds

	Culture





D↩


	Dating

	Daydreaming

	Death.See alsoGrieving;Miscarriage

	Debt.See alsoCredit;Financial Crisis, The

	Denominations

	Depression

	Discipleship.See alsoSpiritual Formation;Spiritual Growth

	Church Discipline.SeeChurch Discipline;Confronting

	Disciplines, Spiritual.SeeSpiritual Disciplines

	Discrimination (Workplace)

	Dissent.SeeCivil Disobedience

	Diversions

	Divisions, Church.SeeDenominations

	Divorce

	Downsizing. SeeFiring

	Drama.SeeTheater, Live

	Dreaming

	Dressing.SeeAdornment;Dress Code (Workplace)

	Dress Code (Workplace)

	Drivenness

	Driving.SeeAutomobile;Commuting;Mobility

	Drugs

	Drunkenness.SeeAddiction

	Dying.SeeDeath




E↩


	Easter.SeeFestivals — Easter

	Eating.See alsoChocolate;Meal Preparation;Sugar / Sugary

	Ecology.See alsoClimate Change

	Ecumenical.SeeCommunity,Denominations;Fellowship

	Education

	Education, Christian.SeeChristian Education

	Elders.SeeLeadership (Church)

	Elections.SeeJustice,Lobbying;Voting

	Emotions.See alsoShame

	Employment, Part-Time.SeePart-Time Employment

	Empty Nesting

	Enjoyment.SeePleasure

	Entertainment

	Equipping

	Ethics.SeeBusiness Ethics

	Ethnocentrism

	Eucharist.SeeCommunion

	Euthanasia

	Evangelism.See alsoTelevangelism

	Examinations

	Exercise.SeeBody;Recreation

	Exhorting.SeePreaching




F↩



	Failure.See alsoShame

	Fairy Tales

	Faith Development

	Family.See alsoMasculinity

	Family Blessing.SeeBlessing, Family

	Family Church.SeeChurch (Family)

	Family Communication

	Family Goals

	Family History

	Family Planning.SeeContraception

	Family Problems

	Family Systems

	Family Traditions.SeeFamily Goals;Family, History;Family Values;Festivals

	Family Values

	Farewell

	Farming

	Fashion.SeeAdornment;Dress Code (Workplace);Shopping

	Fatigue.SeeRest;Stress (Workplace)

	Feelings.SeeEmotions

	Fellowship

	Femininity.See alsoMasculinity;Sexuality

	Fences

	Festivals — Christmas

	Festivals — Easter

	Festivals — Thanksgiving

	Financial Crisis, The.See alsoBusiness Ethics;Credit;Debt;Investment

	Films.SeeHome Video;Movies

	Financial Support

	Firing

	Forgiveness.See alsoConflict Resolution

	Freedom

	Freeways.SeeAutomobile;Community;Suburbs

	Friendship

	Fun.SeeGames;Leisure;Play;Pleasure;Recreation

	Furnishings.SeeAdornment;Home;Homemaking;Ownership, Private;Shopping




G↩

	Gambling.SeeGames;Investment;Stewardship

	Games

	Games, Computer. SeeComputer Games

	Gardening

	Gift-Giving

	Gifts, Spiritual. SeeSpiritual Gifts

	Giving.SeeFinancial Support;Gift-Giving;Investment;Stewardship

	Global Village

	Globalization. SeeGlobal Village

	Godparenting.See alsoChurch Family

	Gossip

	Government. SeePolitics;Principalities and Powers

	Grandparenting

	Gratitiude.SeeFestivals — Thanksgiving

	Greeting

	Grieving

	Growth, Spiritual.SeeSpiritual Growth

	Guidance.See alsoVocational Guidance




H↩

	Habits

	Hairstyle.SeeBeauty;Body

	Happiness. SeePleasure

	Hate

	Healing

	Health

	Health Insurance.SeeInsurance

	Heart.SeeEmotions;Reasoning;Soul

	Hiking.SeeBackpacking;Camping;Walking

	Holidays.SeeVacations

	Hobbies and Crafts.See alsoQuilting

	Home

	Home Video

	Homelessness.SeeMobility

	Homemaking

	Homework

	Homosexuality

	Honeymoon.SeeCohabiting;Marriage

	Hospitality.See alsoPartying

	Humor

	Hurt.SeeForgiveness




I↩


	Identity.SeeSelf-Esteem

	Illness.SeeSickness

	Imagination

	Immigration

	Individual

	Inheritance.SeeWill, Last

	Initiation.SeeBaptism

	Inhertiance.SeeWealth;Will, Last

	Inner City

	Insomnia.SeeRest

	Institution.SeeOrganization

	Insurance

	Integrity

	Internet.See alsoComputer;Computer Games;Social Media;Technology

	Investment.See alsoFinancial Crisis, The;Stewardship




J↩


	Job.SeeCareer;Work

	Jogging.SeeBody;Recreation

	Joining Church.SeeMembership, Church

	Joining Political Parties. SeePolitical Parties, Joining

	Joy.SeePlay;Pleasure;Sabbath

	Justice.See alsoRestorative Justice




L↩


	Laity

	Laughter.See alsoHumor

	Law.See alsoJustice;Law Enforcement

	Law Enforcement.See alsoCrime

	Lay Counselling.SeeCounseling, Lay

	Leadership

	Leadership (Church).See alsoLeadership;Management

	Leisure.See alsoBoredom;Play

	Lending.SeeCredit

	Letter Writing

	Life Insurance.SeeInsurance

	Life Stages.See alsoAdolescence;Empty Nesting

	Listening

	Living Together.SeeCohabiting

	Lobbying

	Loneliness.SeeCommunity;Fellowship;Friendship

	Lord’s Supper.SeeCommunion

	Love

	Loyalty (Workplace)

	Luxuries.SeeNeed;Simpler Lifestyle





M↩

	Male Climacteric.SeeMenopause and Male Climacteric

	Male Menopause.SeeMenopause and Male Climacteric

	Malls, Shopping.SeeShopping Malls

	Management

	Marketing.SeeAdvertising;Shopping;Shopping Malls

	Marriage

	Masculinity.See alsoFamily;Femininity;Sexuality

	Mass Media.See alsoCulture;Movies;Newspapers;Television

	Masturbation

	Meal Preparation.See alsoEating;Hospitality

	Media, Mass.SeeMass Media

	Meditation.SeeConflict Resolution;Contracts;Justice

	Megachurch

	Membership, Church

	Menopause and Male Climacteric

	Menstruation

	Mercy Killing.SeeEuthanasia

	Ministry

	Miscarriage

	Mission

	Missions

	Mobility.See alsoFinancial Crisis, The

	Money.See alsoFinancial Crisis, The

	Mortgages.SeeDebt;Home;Investment

	Movies.See alsoHome Video;Mass Media

	Multiculturalism.See alsoPluralism

	Music.See alsoCulture;Music (Christian)

	Music (Christian)




N↩

	Nationalism

	Nature.SeeCreation;Ecology

	Need

	Negotiating.See alsoContracts

	Neighborhood

	Networking

	New Reproductive Technology.See alsoContraception

	Newspapers.See alsoMass Media

	Noise

	Nondenominational

	Nutrition.SeeEating;Sugar / Sugary




O↩

	Oaths.SeePromising

	Occupations.SeeCareer;Craftsmanship;Professions / Professionalism;Trades;Work

	Office Politics

	Organization

	Organizational Change.SeeOrganizational Culture and Change

	Organizational Culture and Change

	Organizational Values

	Ownership, Private.See alsoStewardship




P↩

	Pain.SeeSickness

	Parachurch Organizations

	Parenting

	Parks.SeePublic Spaces

	Part-Time Employment

	Partying

	Pastoral Care

	Peacemaking.SeeConflict Resolution;Social Action

	Pensions.SeeInvestment;Retirement

	Person / Personhood.SeeAbortion;Body;Conception;Euthanasia;Soul

	Pets

	Photography

	Place.SeePublic Spaces

	Planning

	Play.SeeLeisure;Recreation;Sabbath

	Playgrounds.SeePublic Spaces

	Pleasure.See alsoLeisure;Play

	Pluralism.See alsoMulticulturalism

	Political Parties, Joining

	Politics

	Politics, Office.SeeOffice Politics

	Pollution.See alsoClimate Change;Creation;Ecology

	Popular Culture.SeeCulture;Entertainment;Mass Media;Movies

	Poverty

	Power.See alsoPower (Workplace);Principalities and Powers

	Power (Workplace).See alsoPower;Principalities and Powers

	Powers.SeePrincipalities and Powers

	Prayer.SeePrayer, Corporate;Spiritual Disciplines;Spiritual Formation

	Prayer, Corporate

	Preaching

	Pregnancy.See alsoBirth;Conception

	Principalities and Powers.See alsoSpiritual Conflict

	Privacy

	Professions / Professionalism

	Profit.See alsoFinancial Crisis, The

	Promising.See alsoContracts

	Promotion

	Prosperity.SeeWealth

	Protestant Work Ethic.SeeWork Ethic, Protestant

	Provinces.SeeStates/Provinces

	Public Spaces

	Public Transportation




Q↩

	Quilting




R↩

	Racism.See alsoDiscrimination (Workplace);Immigration

	Radio Listening.See alsoSocial Media

	Reading

	Reasoning

	Reconciliation.SeeConflict Resolution

	Recreation.See alsoLeisure;Play

	Relaxation.SeeRecreation;Rest;Sabbath

	Rest.See alsoLeisure;Sabbath

	Restorative Justice.See alsoConflict Resolution;Justice;Rights

	Retirement

	Rights.See alsoIndividual;Restorative Justice

	Risk.SeeInsurance;Investment

	Rural Community.SeeCommunity (Rural)




S↩

	Sabbath.See alsoLeisure;Play;Rest

	Sacraments.See alsoBaptism;Communion

	Saving.SeeGift-Giving;Investment;Stewardship

	Secrets.SeeGossip

	Self-Esteem.See alsoShame

	Sermons.SeePreaching

	Servant Leader.SeeLeadership;Management;Service (Workplace)

	Service (Workplace)

	Sexism.SeeDiscrimination (Workplace)

	Sexual Abuse.SeeAbuse

	Sexuality.See alsoMasculinity

	Shame.See alsoAffirming;Emotions;Failure;Self-esteem

	Shiftwork

	Shopping

	Shopping Malls

	Sickness

	Sidewalks.SeePublic Spaces

	Silence.SeeNoise;Spiritual Disciplines

	Simpler Lifestyle

	Singleness

	Sleeping

	Small Church.SeeChurch, Small

	Small Groups.See alsoChurch in the Home

	Small Towns

	Social Action

	Social Media.See alsoComputer;Internet;Technology

	Social Justice.SeeCivil Disobedience;Justice;Mission;Social Action

	Society

	Soul

	Sound.SeeNoise

	Speaking.See alsoPreaching

	Spiritual Conflict

	Spiritual Direction.SeeSpiritual Formation

	Spiritual Disciplines.See alsoSpiritual Formation

	Spiritual Formation.See alsoSpiritual Growth

	Spiritual Gifts

	Spiritual Growth.See alsoSpiritual Formation

	Sports

	Squares.SeePublic Spaces

	States / Provinces

	Stewardship

	Storytelling

	Streets. SeePublic Spaces

	Stress (Workplace)

	Strikes.See alsoUnions

	Structures

	Church Structures.SeeChurch Structures

	Suburbia.See alsoCommuting

	Success.See alsoAmbition;Failure;Promotion

	Suffering. SeeSickness

	Sugar / Sugary

	Sunday School

	System.See alsoFamily Systems;Structures




T↩

	Talents

	Taxes

	Teaching.See alsoChristian Education;Education

	Technology.See alsoInternet;Social Media

	Telephone

	Televangelism.See alsoEvangelism

	Television.See alsoSocial Media

	Tentmaking

	Thanksgiving. See alsoFestivals — Thanksgiving

	Theater, Live

	Theater, Legitimate.SeeTheater, Live

	Thinking.SeeReasoning

	Time

	Tithing.SeeGift-Giving;Stewardship

	Tongue.SeeSpeaking

	Tourism.SeeTraveling

	Towns, Small.SeeSmall Towns

	Trades.See alsoCraftsmanship

	Traveling

	Trusteeship. SeeLeadership;Management;Stewardship




U↩

	Unemployment

	Unemployment Insurance.SeeInsurance

	Unions

	Urban Architecture.SeeArchitecture, Urban




V↩

	Vacations

	Values.See alsoOrganizational Values;Virtues

	Values, Family.SeeFamily Values

	Values, Organizational.SeeOrganizational Values

	Video, Home.SeeHome Video

	Village.SeeSmall Towns

	Virtual Reality

	Virtues.See alsoLove;Justice;Values

	Vision

	Visiting

	Vocation.SeeCalling / Vocation

	Vocational Guidance

	Voluntary Associations.SeeClubs;Volunteer Work

	Volunteer Work

	Volunteerism.SeeEquipping;Ministry;Tentmaking;Volunteer Work

	Voting

	Vows.SeePromising




W↩

	Waiting

	Walking

	Washing

	Watch

	Wealth

	Weather Watching.See alsoClimate Change

	Weddings

	Wellness.SeeHealth

	Whistle-Blowing

	Wilderness.See alsoBackpacking;Creation;Ecology

	Will.SeeSoul

	Will, Last

	Witness.See alsoEvangelism;Mission

	Word. SeeBlessing;Speaking;Witness

	Work.See alsoCalling / Vocation;Career;Professions / Professionalism

	Workaholism. SeeDrivenness

	Work Ethic, Protestant.See alsoFinancial Crisis, The

	Workplace

	Workplace Loyalty.SeeLoyalty (Workplace)

	Workplace Service.SeeService (Workplace)

	Worldview

	Worship




Z↩

	Zoning
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ABOUT THE EDITORS





Between the two of them, The Complete Book of Everyday Christianity editors Robert Banks and R. Paul Stevens combine decades of ministry, scholarship, church leadership, patenting and other sorts of practical wisdom.

Robert Banks is an award-winning author of books on the biblical, theological, and practical dimensions of faith, work, community, lifestyle, leadership and everyday life. He has planted house churches in Australia and overseas, and helped business, media, and professional groups integrate faith and practice. He is currently Adjunct Professor for Fuller Theological Seminary, Pasadena and Associate of the Centre for the Study of Christian History and Experience at Macquarie University, Sydney.

Dr. Stevens is professor of applied theology at Regent College. He is author of many books and Bible studies, including Liberating the Laity, Marriage Spirituality and Satisfying Work. He has worked as a carpenter and small businessman, and served as the pastor of an inner-city church in Montreal. From 1999 until 2005 Dr. Stevens was the David J. Brown Family Professor of Marketplace Theology and Leadership at Regent College, Vancouver, BC. His mission is to empower ordinary people to integrate their faith and life from Monday to Sunday.
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ABOUT GRACEWORKS




Graceworks is a publishing and training consultancy based in Singapore, dedicated to promoting spiritual friendship in church and society, and seeing lives transformed through books that present truth for life.

Our desire is for our publications to help people apply biblical truths to the challenges of daily living, thus enabling them to live as genuine disciples of Christ in this complex and challenging world. We have a particular passion to nurture and publish local Singaporean and South East Asian authors as they speak to the specific context, culture and issues of our Asian readers.

Graceworks also runs talks, seminars and workshops both independently and in partnership with churches and organizations that share our vision — to help enable participants to grow in their capacity to live out relationally healthy lives in the church and in the world.

We deeply value and believe in the power of relationships, so we also spend time ‘on the ground’, training mentors and running mentoring groups to help followers of Jesus grow in Christlikeness. 

We pray that God will be able to use our ministry to bless you and we invite you to partner with us. You may email us at enquiries@gracework.com.sg.

Graceworks publications can be found on our online store www.graceworks.com.sg. Our paperbacks are also available on Bookdepository and Amazon and our eBooks on Kindle, iBooks and Kobo.
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