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PREFACE

It was more than 20 years ago that the first collection of author jour-
neys was commissioned by Media Associates International (MAI) in 
Latin America. Since then, African and Asian compilations have also 
been published. The latter, An Asian Palette (Singapore: Armour Pub-
lishing, 1998), has inspired many budding writers in their journeys. 
The heartfelt stories in that volume also encouraged many who were 
struggling in their craft. Knowing that one is not alone in the soli-
tary journey of writing is often part of the battle won.

Since then, both MAI-Asia and MAI-Africa have come into being, to 
consolidate and grow the work of MAI in Asia and Africa, respective-
ly. In this tenth year of MAI-Asia’s existence, we thought it timely 
to hear from a fresh set of voices, some of whom have actually bene-
fited from the combined wisdom captured in the first Asian volume.

Twelve Strands, as the name suggests, pulls together the writing 
journeys of 12 Asian authors from countries as diverse as South Ko-
rea and Pakistan. Some write poetry and songs, while others write 
children’s books. Some are able to share the deepest pains and high-
est joys of those whose testimonies they give voice to. All feel an 
almost compulsive need to write so that the knowledge of the love 
of Christ can reach the farthest corners of their country, if not the 
world. They share a calling.

In recounting her journey after finding herself voiceless because of a 
rare disease, Emily Lim said that “Like Dorothy and her friends, the 
Cowardly Lion, the Scarecrow and the Tin Man, in L. Frank Baum’s The 
Wizard of Oz, my journey similarly took me in search of voice, courage, 
clarity of thought and a new heart. It led me on a deeper search for 
meaning in life and discovery of a new and different kind of voice. A 
voice that emerged from the written word.”
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Abu Taher Chowdhury was one of those you would call an unlikely 
writer. His great desire to save the lost impelled him to find a way to 
reach them and, when he saw the life-transforming impact of a tract, 
he knew this was the way to go: “I didn’t know the ABCs of writing. 
Basically, I was not a bright student, and it was difficult for me to even 
spell more difficult words. I could not speak well as I had problems with 
proper pronunciation. But that booklet gave me new courage through 
its simple unspoken message— ‘Books can change lives.’”

Andrew Yuan, who grappled with the irony of writing books about mar-
riage even as his own was foundering learnt precious lessons from God 
during the process. In the end, he concluded that “Writing is like having 
a fishbone in your throat. You have to get it out.”

This book in your hand is our small offering to those who have fishbones 
that need to come out. May you be inspired to hone your craft so that:

Posterity will serve him;
future generations will be told about the Lord.

They will proclaim his righteousness, 
declaring to a people yet unborn:

He has done it!

Psalm 22:30, 31

Bernice Lee
November 2015
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How It All Started 
The summer of 2008, my career changed course. Previously, I had 
taught elementary grades for 11 years in the United States. My 
husband, two kids, and I had moved from Arizona to California, 
but for the first time, I was unable to get a teaching job. The econ-
omy wasn’t doing well, and I didn’t have any contacts in these 
school districts. Painfully, I told God if He didn’t want me to teach 
anymore, I would obey Him. It was when I surrendered to God’s 
leading that He led me into another dream of mine — writing for 
children.

I had wanted to leave a Christian legacy for my own children. And 
since I had loved children’s picture books from my days of teach-
ing, I decided to learn how to write them. I searched the Internet 
and found an organization, the Society of Children’s Book Writers 
and Illustrators (SCBWI). They gave me the name of a lady who 
headed up children’s writing critique groups in my area. I discov-
ered she was a Christian writer of over 75 books. I couldn’t believe 
how God was leading! She invited me to her writing group that met 
once a month. I was so nervous yet excited to meet them. Before 
my first meeting, I told God, “If this is what you might have for me, 
then please let them like my story.” After reading them my very 
first manuscript, they said they couldn’t believe I had just started 
writing. They thought I was joking. Unbelievable! Me — a writer? I 
hated writing papers in college.

This Christian author, Nancy I. Sanders, took me under her wing. 
I studied all about writing and was in her local writing group and 
her online picture book critique group, Pens and Brushes, which 
had seven other members from around the nation. 

First Sale
The wonderful ladies in my local group encouraged me to submit a 
story to a private Christian school’s developing reading program. 
Some of the others in my group were part of the cadre of freelance 
writers. So I prepared a story according to a set theme and sub-
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mitted it. About three weeks later, I received a check in the mail. 
I remember my husband bounding down the stairs as I showed it 
to him. He was amazed that I had received money for something 
I had written. That acceptance began a string of acceptances with 
the Christian school’s reading program. It was great practice for 
what God had in store later.

Write What You Know
As I studied the craft of writing, I read many books, such as Yes! 
You Can Learn How to Write Children’s Books, Get Them Published, 
and Build a Successful Writing Career by Nancy Sanders. I read 
writing blogs and freelance writing sites to find my niche. Nancy 
taught me how to query publishers with ideas before writing the 
manuscript.

Once I found interesting publishers to query, I studied their pub-
lications or websites and then emailed them a list of ideas. One of 
the places I sent a query to was an e-zine called Grands, an online 
magazine for grandparents. The ironic thing is that I wasn’t even 

a grandparent. I was a mother of two 
kids, aged six and three! But I sent them 
a query anyway, and the editor emailed 
that she wanted a story about a family 
with a set of close grandparents and a 
set of long-distance grandparents and 
how they kept the balance. I emailed 
the editor back and told her that in our 
case both sets of grandparents were 
long-distance, one set in Iowa, and the 

other in South Korea. Well, she came up with the idea of my writ-
ing an article on how my kids kept up a relationship with their 
overseas grandparents in Korea. This led to a contract sale! The ed-
itor was great to work with and helped me hone my writing skills. 
I even supplied them with photographs of my kids and my in-laws, 
plus a Korean recipe. Better yet, they sent a photographer to my 
house to do a photo shoot with my kids! It was so much fun. My 

... it’s amazing how 
God prepares us 
little by little, step 

by step, for the 
tasks He entrusts

 to us.
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kids ended up on the cover of the e-zine! I felt like a real writer. 
That article was published in July 2009.

I think it’s amazing how God prepares us little by little, step by 
step, for the tasks He entrusts to us. One evening my husband 
brought home a free hamster, cage and all, from a coworker. We 
knew nothing about taking care of hamsters. During this time, 
God had led me to start writing book reviews for the Christian Li-
brary Journal (CLJ). I received free books, and all I had to do was 
write the reviews and submit them to the editor. God has a sense 
of humor. My first assignment for them was to review books about 
small pets, such as Caring for Your Hamster and Hamsters and Ger-
bils. So that’s why we had a hamster! For the next year I continued 
writing book reviews. 

Aside from writing for the Christian school’s reading program and 
book reviews for CLJ, my first children’s story published was a re-
bus (a story with some pictures that stand for words) for the now 
defunct children’s e-zine Stories for Children. My mentor, Nancy 
Sanders, encouraged us to also write for the low-pay/no-pay mar-
kets like Stories for Children, because they are hungry for submis-
sions and will also take first-time writers, like myself. My husband 
and I had taken our kids miniature golfing, and that led to another 
story idea. I turned our outing into a rebus story that sold as “Golf 
Ball Mystery.” That rebus started my joy of writing more rebuses. 

My writing friends told me about Focus on the Family’s Christian 
magazine for children called Clubhouse Jr. My first story to them 
was rejected. Then I sent them a rebus about another place my kids 
loved to go to — the beach. It sold. Since then I’ve had three other 
rebus stories published by them. The stars of these stories are my 
children because I use their names and experiences. It’s always a 
thrill for them to see their names in print. 

Having a good relationship with the Clubhouse Jr editor has helped 
me sell two nonfiction animal articles to them too. It’s fun to write 
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these with a Christian perspective and include a Bible verse. The 
magazine also has a Bible story each month. I wanted to give this a 
try as well. So I prayed for God to give me a story idea. One morn-
ing as I read my daily devotions, 1 Chronicles 25 jumped out at 
me. “This would be great as a retold Bible story for Father’s Day,” 
I said to myself. So I wrote the story, had a friend critique it, and 
then submitted it to my editor. It sold. I pray that these stories 
will speak to children’s hearts as I continue to write for this pub-
lication.

Educational Writing
As a former teacher, God used my career of teaching for education-
al writing. And this has become one of my niches. I discovered the 

website Education.com and saw that 
they needed crafts and educational ac-
tivities for children. I studied what they 
already had and then wrote a query of-
fering other ideas. I sold over 25 activ-
ities to them. My kids had fun helping 
me develop the crafts. My kitchen was 
turned into lab of sorts where we test-
ed ideas and took photographs. The ed-
itor even asked me to develop a special 

series of activities/crafts for that May’s Asian American month! 
Little did I know God was preparing me for an even bigger task in 
the years to come!

During this time in California, God spoke to me to spend more 
time with Him. I was inspired by my mentor Nancy again, as she 
always spent one hour with God each morning. So I decided to give 
it a try. Sure, it was hard to pull myself out of bed and stay alert 
during that hour. But I prayed, read the Bible, and listened to ser-
mons online. And you know what? God blessed! I saw an ad in our 
newspaper for an educational writer for Lakeshore Learning not 
too far from where I lived. I knew of this place because as a teach-
er we dreamed of buying their products for our classrooms. So I 

I was very excited 
to write this book 
and was on the 
edge of my seat 
waiting for her 

call.
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applied, took a writing test, and was called in to a meeting full of 
writers, editors, and product developers. Whoa! I was very intim-
idated as this was my first big writing job. I was still a newbie. We 
sat around the table as the product developer described what she 
wanted this educational project to look like. I was thrilled just to 
be in the building, let alone chosen to write on the project. Writing 
these phonic guided reading books was right up my alley. I loved 
every minute of it. And this assignment led to writing for them 
on and off for the next several years. God was using my teaching 
experience once again.

Down in the Dumps
I also learned how to write book proposals during this time. Again, 
I queried an editor regarding a nonfiction idea, and she said to 
write a proposal. I had no idea how, and so my super mentor, Nan-
cy, filled me in on all the details. I spent almost two months re-
searching and writing the proposal. The editor took my proposal 
to her editorial meeting. I was very excited to write this book and 
was on the edge of my seat waiting for her call. Well, the call didn’t 
turn out like I expected. Someone else had written a proposal on 
the same idea, and her proposal had won. I was very disappointed. 
I think I even cried. I had spent all that time researching, reading 
thick, dusty books from the library. But then I read a verse in the 
Bible, Psalm 118:22. “The stone the builders rejected has become 
the capstone; the Lord has done this, and it is marvelous in our 
eyes.” This verse spoke to me. Jesus had been rejected, yet it was 
turned into a marvelous thing. And God exalted Him. Sure, my 
rejection hurt, especially this one, but after thinking how Jesus 
had been rejected, I somehow felt better. God can work through 
even my rejections. I had learnt the lesson from my past experienc-
es that God would have something better planned. I was sure my 
book proposal writing skill would not be wasted.

A Change
Rejections aside, my writing life was going great. I’d drop my 
daughter off at school, and then I’d work on writing activities the 
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rest of the day and also play with my son. All that changed in 2010, 
though, when my husband announced that he wanted to move 
back to South Korea. I was devastated to say the least. I’d have to 
give up my writing group, Nancy, my friends, family, and Amer-

ican culture. Eventually, through lots 
of prayer, God gave me peace about the 
move. And He didn’t forget my writing. 
More on that later.

Even though I felt like a lone writer, I 
still had my online picture book critique 
group. They have been such a wonder-
ful source of encouragement to me; and 

many in my face-to-face group also continued to email. God soon 
showed me He could use my writing abilities even though I was 
across the ocean. Back in 2009 I had sent some book ideas to a 
Christian publisher in San Diego. In 2011 the editor emailed to 
send a proposal! 

A New Legacy
I used what I had previously learned with book proposals and took 
another month to research and write this new idea. One of the rea-
sons I wanted to write was to leave a legacy for my children. And 
this book was one of the ways I could do it. The proposal was ac-
cepted by the publisher, whose name, would you believe, had “leg-
acy” in its title. I wrote the book. The Girls’ Guide to Manners and 
All That Great Stuff will be coming out soon! And it will be perfect 
for my daughter. 

Once again, this relationship with the editor has led to two more 
books. I was invited to write book proposals for two in-house 
ideas. My Mini Pet Shop and The Girls’ Guide to Going Green will also 
be published soon. I pray girls will enjoy these books and have fun 
reading the stories and doing the devotions, crafts, activities, and 
puzzles. Do you see how God used my previous craft and activity 
writing along with proposal writing?

One of the 
reasons I wanted 
to write was to 

leave a legacy for 
my children.
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A Surprise
God had something else for me…I received an email from an editor 
I had written to two years earlier regarding ideas for a coloring 
book. I had totally forgotten that I had emailed her. I don’t draw, 
but this Christian publisher accepted manuscripts for the words in 
a coloring book. I had been inspired by my then three-year-old son. 
How could I explain to him that God is good? Back when we were 
living in California, I had taken the words to the popular chorus, 
“God is so good,” and written ways that little kids could see God’s 
goodness in their lives. The editor said she had saved my manu-
script and wanted to know if it was still available. My goodness, 
YES! So in 2013 my coloring book God Is So Good was published by 
Warner Press.

Another way God used my educational writing was in the writ-
ing of activities for Focus on the Family’s Thriving Family maga-
zine and lesson plans for another educational publisher, Gryphon 
House. Plus, God allowed me to write for some Korean publishers, 
too! A friend at church told me she was an editor/writer at an En-
glish publisher in Seoul, and when she found out I was a writer, she 
asked if I could help edit some English books for them. Via email, 
she sent me work — editing English books for middle school stu-
dents in Korea. This was a whole new experience, and I really en-
joyed it, learning how Koreans studied English. 

Also, advertized in my freelance job board was another publisher in 
Seoul with an office in California, who was looking for educational 
writers for guided reading books. My previous work for Lakeshore 
Learning helped me in this endeavor. I ended up writing ten guid-
ed reading books for them. And one of the books with my name on 
it was sent to the Bologna Children’s Book Fair, as a sample for the 
publisher. Wow! Little by little, God added to my repertoire and 
supplied an extra income. 

Sharing My Testimony
Living in a foreign country and writing hasn’t all been glorious. 
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Loneliness or homesickness would set in and still does. But God 
spoke to my heart to “bloom where I’m planted.” And He used the 
example of Moses in the Bible. Moses was a Hebrew, raised as an 
Egyptian. In Exodus 9:16 God told Moses, “I have raised you up 
for this very purpose, that I might show you my power and that 
my name might be proclaimed in all the earth.” I didn’t know how 
long we’d be in Korea. I kept asking God, “Why am I here? What am 
I supposed to do?” I know God has a plan and a purpose, and He 
continues to reveal that to me. So I decided to share my testimo-
ny. Every day, I receive emailed devotions from The Upper Room.  
So, I decided to send them three devotions that I’d written. They 
chose the one with my testimony of living in another country, and 
it was published in August 2013. It encouraged many, and I was so 
thankful. My prayer now is that people would be blessed through 
my writing and testimony. 

A Dilemma
During my second year in Korea, an American friend who taught at 
an international school in another city in Korea asked if I wanted 
to teach at their school. This would’ve been an awesome opportu-
nity for my children to attend there free, but I knew I wouldn’t be 
able to both write and teach. Plus, we’d have to move away from 
my father-in-law. So my husband and I prayed about it, and I asked 
God to clearly show us His will. That week I received three work-
for-hire book contracts. I guess God wanted me to continue writ-
ing. And I was very glad.

God’s Provision
God provided for some of my loneliness problems through my 
joining other children’s writers in a Facebook group called 12x12. 
This was a challenge and idea of Julie Hedlund, a Colorado writer, 
that we write one picture book draft every month. In our Facebook 
group we became a family and shared our writing journeys and 
tips. I’ve grown in my craft just by being with them. And the group 
continues to grow each year. From this 12x12 group, I joined an-
other online picture book critique group with writers in the U.S., 
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New Zealand, and France. They have been such an encouragement 
to me and have really boosted my writing. I’ve also taken some 
online picture book writing classes and had professional critiques 
via Skype and the Internet phone. Being on the other side of the 
world didn’t seem to matter so much anymore as long as I had the 
Internet. And where did God place me? In the world’s second fast-
est Internet country. Thank you, God!

I also started writing for an educational content provider called 
QBS. They needed freelance educational writers for various proj-
ects. They didn’t care where in the world I lived, as long as I had 
the Internet! I’ve learned so much from writing for various clients 
in all sorts of grade levels through them. They hosted live online 
meetings that I was able to attend via my computer. They were 
impressed that I woke up at ungodly hours in the morning or the 
middle of the night to be in the meetings.

Writing about Culture
Living in Korea has given me a plethora of ideas for children’s 
books. I have a few manuscripts waiting to find a home with 
a publisher. One is dear to my heart as it has to do with North 
Korean refugee children. When I first heard about their plight at 
church, it tugged on my heart. I researched online and read about 
these refugees living in Korea and abroad. I found the name of 
one of the masterminds behind the Asian Underground Railroad 
and, through a translator (my husband), interviewed him and two 
North Korean refugee children. I hope this book finds a home soon 
and can help open the eyes of the world to these children so they 
can receive all the help they need.

Every month it seems like Korea has a holiday, and my children and 
I can’t keep them straight, especially because Korea uses the lunar 
calendar. I discovered Tuttle Publishing in Vermont (U.S.) and saw 
they published books about Asia. In their children’s section they 
had a small series about holidays in Japan and the Philippines. So 
I emailed them my idea to do a book on Korean holidays and cel-
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ebrations. Six months later, I was asked to send them a book pro-
posal. The editor told me she liked the proposal. But publishing is 
slow, and it was only two years later that she emailed saying she 
was ready to pursue this book idea. Hooray! This will be my first 
royalty-paying picture book, not work-for-hire. This would never 
have happened if God hadn’t moved us to Korea. Furthermore, she 
gave my name to an editor in Singapore, where Tuttle Publishing 
also has an office. I’ll be revising a work-for-hire project for them 
— writing activities for Korean language flashcards. Once again, 
my teaching background has come in handy.

Bloom Where I’m Planted
I continue to write, learn, and connect with others through social 
media. And through my blog, Korean writers have contacted me! 
I met one of them, a lady who is also a member of the SCBWI. She 

told me of an upcoming event hosted at 
a library in Seoul. The American author 
Rosemary Wells was presenting about 
children’s writing! For the first time, I 
took the subway by myself into Seoul 
and met this Korean writer. She was a 
gracious host and, through her limited 
English and Google translator, we were 
able to communicate. Since I haven’t 
been able to attend SCBWI meetings 
and there isn’t a Korea SCBWI, I had 
a wonderful time listening to what 
Rosemary had to say. 

Just a couple of weeks ago, a Korean American contacted me to say 
that she was moving back to Korea and wanted to join a writing 
group. Will there be a Korean SCBWI again? Perhaps.

A Legacy
Little eyes are always watching me as I compose stories, sitting at 
my computer day in and day out. What do my children think of 

Little eyes are 
always watching 
me as I compose 

stories, sitting 
at my computer 
day in and day 
out. What do my 
children think of 

me?
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me? They’ve told me I work hard and they like my stories. Often 
they are my first editors. And I’ve seen their own writing blossom 
as I homeschool them while in Korea. I pray my writing touches 
their hearts and that they would walk with God all their lives. 

As I’ve given my writing for God’s glory, He has helped and led 
me every step of the way. I pray for ideas and for strength and 
creativity when I’m on assignments. And God never fails. I love 
the story of Ezra in the Bible; how God’s hand was on him because 
he “devoted himself to the study and observance of the Law of the 
Lord...” (Ezra 7:10). I know God’s hand is on everything I do, even 
the little things. 

As a writer in Asia, God has lifted me up and allowed me to influ-
ence others in writing. People email and tell me how I’ve helped 
them. Being one of the only few writers from South Korea in my 
Facebook groups makes me stick out like a sore thumb. Maybe 
that’s a good thing. I’m excited for future projects God has planned 
for me. To God be the glory.




