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$� IXQGDPHQWDO� GLVFRYHU\� LQ� WKH�&KULVWLDQ� OLIH�
LV�WKDW�OHDUQLQJ�-HVXV¶�ZD\�RI�OLIH�GHSHQGV�XSRQ�
KLP�ħ�WKDW� LV��XSRQ�KLV�SHUVRQ�� �.QRZLQJ�DQG�
VHUYLQJ� *RG� DOZD\V� LPSOLHV� UHODWLRQVKLS� ZLWK�
-HVXV��:H�PXVW� LQYROYH�RXUVHOYHV�ZLWK� WKH�RQH�
ZKR�VD\V��³,�DP�WKH�ZD\��WKH�WUXWK��DQG�WKH�OLIH��
1R� RQH� FRPHV� WR� WKH� )DWKHU� H[FHSW� WKURXJK�
PH´�Ī-RKQ�����ī��

6DGO\�ZH�&KULVWLDQV� LQ� WKH� ��VW� FHQWXU\� OLYH� LQ�
FRQVWDQW�VHDUFK�RI�WKH�QH[W�WHFKQLTXH�RU�WLS�RU�
SURJUDP�IRU�KRZ�WR�JHW�DKHDG�LQ�WKH�&KULVWLDQ�
OLIH��%XW�WKH�&KULVWLDQ�OLIH�LV�QRW�D�PHWKRGRORJ\��
LW� LV� -HVXV� KLPVHOI��$V� ,� UHDG� 6RRĥ,QQ¶V� ZRUGV�
KHUH� RQ� VPDOO� JURXSV� ,� ZDV� UHPLQGHG� RI� WKLV�
FULWLFDO�GLVWLQFWLRQ��

&HUWDLQO\�PXFK�KDV�EHHQ�VDLG�DQG�ZULWWHQ�DERXW�
VPDOO�JURXSV�RYHU�WKH�\HDUV��EXW�ZKDW�6RRĥ,QQ�
JXLGHV� XV� LQWR� KHUH� LV�ZKDW� KDV� QRW� EHHQ� VDLG�
DQG� SUDFWLFHG� HQRXJK� LQ� WKH� OLIH� RI� RXU� VPDOO�
JURXS� PLQLVWULHV� ħ� WKDW� LV�� WKH� ULVHQ� &KULVW�
DPRQJ�XV� DV�ZH� JDWKHU� WRJHWKHU�� � -HVXV�E\�KLV�
6SLULW�VLWV�DFURVV�WKH�WDEOH�RU�RQ�WKH�RWKHU�VLGH�
RI�WKH�OLYLQJ�URRP�RU�FODVV�URRP�DV�WKH�FHQWUDO�
PHPEHU�RI�RXU�VPDOO�JURXS��

%\� LQYLWLQJ� XV� DV� UHDGHUV� WR� SODFH� RXUVHOYHV�
LQWR� WKH� VWRU\� RI� WKRVH� WZR� GLVFLSOHV� KHDGLQJ�
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WRZDUG�(PPDXV�Ī/XNH������Ħ��ī��6RRĥ,QQ�ZLVHO\�
GUDZV� WKH� PLQGVHW� DQG� SUDFWLFH� RI� RXU� VPDOO�
JURXS�PLQLVWULHV�LQWR�WKH�SURIRXQG�P\VWHU\�RI�
&KULVWLDQ�FRPPXQLW\�ħ�WKDW�LV��WKH�OLIH�RI�*RG�
LQ�&KULVW�DPRQJ�XV�LQ�WKH�6SLULW��-HVXV�LV�IDU�PRUH�
LQYROYHG� LQ� WKLQJV� WKDQ�ZH� KDYH� DQ\� LGHD��+H�
VWDUWOHV�XV�ZLWK�KLV�ZLVGRP�DQG�FUHDWLYLW\�DQG�
SUHVHQFH�DPLGVW�WKH�PRVW�XQOLNHO\�RI�VLWXDWLRQV�
DQG�UHODWLRQVKLSV��

,� KDYH� VDW� LQ� PDQ\�� PDQ\� VPDOO� JURXSV� RYHU�
WKH�\HDUV�� VRPHWLPHV�DV�D�PHPEHU��VRPHWLPHV�
DV� WKH� OHDGHU� IRU� WKH� JURXS��2YHU� DQG� DJDLQ� D�
JUHDW�WHPSWDWLRQ�LV�WR�SURFHHG�LQ�RXU�UHÀHFWLQJ�
DQG� GLVFXVVLQJ�� DQG� HYHQ� SUD\LQJ� WRJHWKHU�� DV�
LI�ZH�ZHUH��DV� -DPHV�+RXVWRQ�SXWV� LW�� ³WDONLQJ�
DERXW�*RG�EHKLQG�KLV�EDFN�´�,W�LV�D�ZRQGHUIXO�
PRPHQW� ZKHQ� *RG� E\� KLV� 6SLULW� ³WDSV� XV� RQ�
WKH�VKRXOGHU´�DQG�ZH�UHDOL]H�KH�KDV�EHHQ�WKHUH�
DPRQJ�XV�DOO�DORQJ��2XU�JURXSV�WDNH�RQ�VR�PXFK�
PRUH� RI� DQ� KRQHVW�� OLYHO\�� DQG� WUDQVIRUPDWLYH�
FKDUDFWHU�ZKHQ�ZH�GLVFRYHU�WRJHWKHU�WKH�ULVHQ�
&KULVW� DPRQJ�XV�� ,Q� DGGLWLRQ� WR�PDQ\�KHOSIXO�
SUDFWLFDOLWLHV� IRU� OHDGLQJ� D� VPDOO� JURXS�� PXFK�
RI�ZKDW� \RX�ZLOO� ¿QG� LQ� WKHVH� SDJHV�ZLOO� KHOS�
\RX� UHPDLQ� DOHUW� WR�*RG¶V� JHQWOH� DQG� KXPEOH�
³WDSSLQJ�RQ�\RXU�VKRXOGHU´�DV�\RX�OHDG�D�JURXS���

0D\� ZH� DOO� LQFUHDVLQJO\� FRPH� WR� HQYLVLRQ�
RXUVHOYHV�DV�WKRVH�IHOORZ�GLVFLSOHV�RQ�WKHLU�ZD\�
WR� (PPDXV� RQ� WKDW� ¿UVW� UHVXUUHFWLRQ� 6XQGD\��
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KHOSLQJ� RQH� DQRWKHU� VRUW� RXW� WKH� QLWW\ĥJULWW\�
VWXɱ�RI�RXU�OLYHV��DOZD\V�DOHUW�DQG�H[SHFWDQW�WR�
WKH�ULVHQ�-HVXV�FRPLQJ�QHDU�XV�DQG�ZDONLQJ�ZLWK�
XV���%OHVVLQJV�WR�\RX�DQG�\RXU�IHOORZ�FRPSDQLRQV�
DV�\RX�UHDG�

5REHUW�/RDQH
9DQWDJH3RLQW��0LQLVWULHV
6LRX[�)DOOV��6RXWK�'DNRWD
'HFHPEHU��������
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0RVW�FKXUFKHV�WRGD\�KDYH�VRPH�IRUP�RI�VPDOOĥ
JURXS�PLQLVWU\��7KLV� LV� D� UHVXOW� RI� WZR� WKLQJV��
)LUVW��WKH�UHDOLVDWLRQ�WKDW�WKH�&KULVWLDQ�IDLWK�LV�
PHDQW�WR�EH�D�FRPPXQDO�IDLWK��6HFRQG��WKDW�WKH�
PDLQ� JDWKHULQJ� RI�PRVW� FKXUFKHV�� WKH� 6XQGD\�
PRUQLQJ�ZRUVKLS��GRHV�QRW� DOORZ� IRU� WKH�RQHĥ
DQRWKHU�� IDFHĥWRĥIDFH� FRQQHFWLQJ� HVVHQWLDO� IRU�
FRPPXQLW\�

)RU� WKH� ¿UVW� ���� \HDUV� RI� WKH� FKXUFK�� *RG¶V�
SHRSOH� PHW� LQ� KRPHV�� 7KH� HDUOLHVW� FKXUFKHV�
ZHUH� KRXVH� FKXUFKHV� RI� DERXW� ��Ħ��� SHRSOH�
PHHWLQJ� LQ� KRPHV�� 2ɷFLDO� FKXUFK� EXLOGLQJV�
RQO\�FDPH�DIWHU�WKH�FRQYHUVLRQ�RI�&RQVWDQWLQH�
DQG�WKH�DGRSWLRQ�RI�&KULVWLDQLW\�DV�WKH�RɷFLDO�
UHOLJLRQ�RI�WKH�5RPDQ�(PSLUH

+RXVH�FKXUFKHV�ZHUH�HVSHFLDOO\� VXLWHG� IRU� WKH�
KLJK�GHJUHH�RI�FRPPXQLW\�WKDW�ZHUH�PHDQW�WR�
FKDUDFWHULVH� WKH�FKXUFK��6RPH�FKXUFKHV� WRGD\�
KDYH� WULHG� WR� JR� EDFN� WR� WKH� KRXVH� FKXUFK� DV�
WKH� EDVLF� H[SUHVVLRQ� RI� FKXUFK� OLIH� WR� YDU\LQJ�
GHJUHHV� RI� VXFFHVV�� ,� WKLQN� PRUH� FKXUFKHV�
VKRXOG� VHULRXVO\� WKLQN�DERXW�KRZ�WKH\�FDQ�GR�
KRXVH�FKXUFKHV�LQ�WKH���VW�FHQWXU\�

%XW� WKHUH� DUH� SDUWV� RI� WKH�ZRUOG�ZKHUH� GRLQJ�
KRXVH�FKXUFKHV�ZLOO�EH�YHU\�GLɷFXOW��$QG�PDQ\�
FKXUFKHV� ZLOO� EH� GRLQJ� FRPPXQLW\� LQ� VPDOO�
JURXSV�� 7KHUHIRUH� ZH� QHHG� WR� FRQWLQXH� WR�
UHYLVLW�KRZ�ZH�GR�VPDOOĥJURXS�PLQLVWU\�DQG�KRZ�
ZH�FDQ�GR�EHWWHU�

,QWURGXFWLRQ��������



2IWHQ� WKH� DSSURDFK� WR� VPDOO� JURXSV� LV�
IXQFWLRQDO��,W�LV�VHHQ�DV�D�VWUXFWXUH�WKDW�VHUYHV�
D� NH\� IXQFWLRQ� ħ� FRPPXQLW\�� 7KHUHIRUH� WKH�
IRFXV�LV�RQ�KRZ�VPDOO�JURXSV�FDQ�IXQFWLRQ�ZHOO�
RU�EHWWHU��,�WKLQN�WKLV�UHVXOWV�LQ�WKH�VPDOO�JURXSV�
PLVVLQJ�RXW�RQ�WKH�PRVW�FULWLFDO�UHODWLRQVKLS�ħ�
WKHLU�UHODWLRQVKLS�ZLWK�WKH�ULVHQ�&KULVW�

7KH� PRVW� LPSRUWDQW� IDFWRU� WKDW� GLFWDWHV�
ZKHWKHU� D� &KULVWLDQ� VPDOO� JURXS� GRHV� ZKDW�
LW� LV� VXSSRVHG� WR� GR�ħ� SURYLGH� D� FRQWH[W� IRU�
KHU� PHPEHUV� WR� ORYH� RQH� DQRWKHU� ħ� LV� WKH�
XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�WKDW�WKH�JURXS�PHPEHUV�UHODWH�WR�
HDFK�RWKHU�WKURXJK�WKHLU�FRPPRQ�UHODWLRQVKLS�
ZLWK�WKH�ULVHQ�&KULVW��

2QH� LPPHGLDWH� LPSOLFDWLRQ� RI� WKLV� LV� WKDW�
JURXSV�PXVW� XQGHUVWDQG� WKDW� DOO� WKDW� KDSSHQV�
LQ� WKH�PHHWLQJ� WDNHV� SODFH� LQ� WKH� SUHVHQFH� RI�
WKH� ULVHQ�&KULVW��$QG�ZKLOH� LW� LV� LPSRUWDQW� WR�
VWUXFWXUH� VPDOOĥJURXS�PHHWLQJV�ħ�PDQ\� IXQFĥ
WLRQ�ZLWK�WKH���:V��:HOFRPH��:RUVKLS��:RUG�
DQG�:RUNV�ħ� LW� LV�PRUH� LPSRUWDQW� WR� XQGHUĥ
VWDQG�KRZ�DOO�WKHVH�SUDFWLFHV�DQG�DQ\�RWKHUV�DUH�
UHODWHG�WR�WKH�IDFW�WKDW�WKH�ULVHQ�&KULVW�LV�LQ�WKH�
PLGVW�RI�WKH�JURXS�PHHWLQJ�

5HODWLQJ� WR� *RG� LV� EDVLF� DQG�
IRXQGDWLRQDO� WR� DQ\WKLQJ� ZH� GR�
PLVVLRQDOO\��EXW�IRU�VRPH�UHDVRQ��ZH�
GRQ¶W�RIWHQ� WDON� DERXW� WKLV��:KHQ�,�
UHDG�PRVW�ERRNV�RQ�VPDOO�JURXSV��OLWWOH�

��������:DONLQJ�ZLWK�WKH�5LVHQ�&KULVW



LV� VDLG� DERXW� *RG¶V� SUHVHQFH�� 7KH\�
FRQWDLQ�D� ORW�RI�WDFWLFDO� LQIRUPDWLRQ�
DQG� SUDFWLFDO� VNLOO� WUDLQLQJ�� ,� UHDG�
DUWLFOHV�RQ�JURXS�OHDGHUVKLS�DQG�LW�LV�
HDV\� WR� ¿QG� LQIRUPDWLRQ� RQ� KRZ� WR�
DVN�JRRG�TXHVWLRQV��LGHDV�IRU�FUHDWLYH�
VWXG\� PDWHULDOV�� DQG� LQVWUXFWLRQV�
RQ� ZKDW� OHDGHUV� GR� LQ� RUGHU� WR� EH�
HɱHFWLYH��,�ZRXOG�UDWKHU�EH�SDUW�RI�D�
JURXS�WKDW�JHWV�DOO�RI�WKH�WDFWLFDO�VWXɱ�
ZURQJ�EXW�\HW�HQFRXQWHUV�-HVXV�RQ�D�
UHJXODU� EDVLV�� WKDQ� PLVV� RXW� RQ� WKH�
SUHVHQFH� RI� *RG� ZKLOH� JHWWLQJ� WKH�
WHFKQLFDO� VWHSV� WR� JURXS� OHDGHUVKLS�
ULJKW�

0��6FRWW�%RUHQ��0LVVLRQDO�6PDOO�*URXSV�
Ī*UDQG� 5DSLGV�� 0,�� %DNHU%RRNV��
����ī�����

7KLV�VKRUW�ERRN�ZLOO� ORRN�DW�VHYHQ�PDUNV�RI�D�
VPDOO� JURXS� WKDW� WDNHV� VHULRXVO\� WKH� IDFW� WKDW�
WKH� ULVHQ�&KULVW� LV� LQ� WKHLU�PLGVW�� ,W� GRHV� QRW�
SURSRVH� D� QHZ� SURJUDPPH��7KH� VHYHQ� PDUNV�
FDQ� EH� DGDSWHG� DQG� DSSOLHG� WR� VPDOO� JURXSV�
WKDW� UXQ� GLɱHUHQW� VPDOOĥJURXS� SURJUDPPHV��
7KH�PDUNV�DUH�GHULYHG�IURP�/XNH������Ħ����WKH�
DFFRXQW�RI�WKH�HQFRXQWHU�RI�WZR�GLVFLSOHV�ZLWK�
WKH�ULVHQ�&KULVW�RQ�WKH�URDG�WR�(PPDXV��,W� LV�
KRSHG� WKDW� WKLV� ERRN�ZLOO� KHOS� UHYLYH� WKH� OLIH�
RI�VPDOO�JURXSV�DV�WKH\�WRR�HQFRXQWHU�WKH�ULVHQ�
&KULVW�LQ�WKHLU�PHHWLQJV�

,QWURGXFWLRQ��������



The risen Christ 
is the focus of our 
group meetings
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R eflection 

$́V�WKH\�WDONHG�DQG�GLVFXVVHG�WKHVH�WKLQJV�ZLWK�HDFK�
RWKHU��-HVXV�KLPVHOI�FDPH�XS�DQG�ZDONHG�DORQJ�ZLWK�

WKHP�µ
Ī/8.(������ī

7KH� ¿UVW� PDUN� RI� D� KHDOWK\� VPDOO� JURXS� LV�
WKDW�WKH�JURXS�UHFRJQLVHV�WKH�UHDO�SUHVHQFH�RI�
&KULVW� LQ�WKHLU�PLGVW�DV�WKH\�PHHW��)ROORZHUV�
RI� -HVXV� DUH� FDOOHG� WR� IROORZ� +LP� LQ� WKH�
SUHVHQFH�RI�IULHQGV�Ī-RKQ��Ħ��ī��$�VPDOO�JURXS�
PD\�EH� DZDUH� RI� WKH� WKLQJV� WKH\�QHHG� WR�GR��
VLQJLQJ��VWXG\�RI�%LEOH��HWF���DQG�WKH�PHPEHUV�
PD\�HQMR\�HDFK�RWKHU¶V�FRPSDQ\��EXW�WKH\�PD\�
IRUJHW�WKDW�&KULVW�LV�DPRQJ�WKHP�

:DGHOO¶V�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�RI�VSLULWXDO�IULHQGVKLS�
KHOSV� XV� XQGHUVWDQG� WKH� SXUSRVH� RI� VPDOO�
JURXSV�DQG�WKH�QHHG�WR�EH�&KULVWĥDZDUH�

«�VSLULWXDO�IULHQGVKLS�LV�D�GLVFLSOHVKLS�
OLIH��D�ZD\�LQ�ZKLFK�SHRSOH�ZKR�DUH�
FRPPLWWHG�WR�JURZLQJ�LQ�&KULVW�KHOS�
RQH�DQRWKHU�LPLWDWH�&KULVW�DQG�JURZ�
LQ� JRVSHO� YLUWXHV�� 6SLULWXDO� IULHQGV��
WKURXJK� WKHLU� OLIH� WRJHWKHU�� OHDUQ�
IURP�RQH�DQRWKHU�ZKDW�GLVFLSOHVKLS�
PHDQV�DQG�KRZ�ZH�FDQ�DFTXLUH�DQG�
GHYHORS� WKH� DWWLWXGHV� DQG� YLUWXHV�
RI� &KULVW� ħ� WKH\� KHOS� HDFK� RWKHU�

&KDSWHU����������



EHFRPH� EHWWHU� IULHQGV� RI� *RG��
Ī%HFRPLQJ�)ULHQGV�����ī

$� KHDOWK\� VPDOO� JURXS� LV� RQH� ZKHUH� WKH�
PHPEHUV� KHOS� HDFK� RWKHU� ³EHFRPH� IULHQGV�
RI�*RG´�DQG�D�NH\�ZD\�WKDW�KDSSHQV� LV�EHLQJ�
DZDUH�WKDW�&KULVW��WKHLU�GLYLQH�IULHQG��LV�UHDOO\�
DPRQJ�WKHP�DV�WKH\�PHHW�

:KDW�DUH�VRPH�RI�WKH�WKLQJV�\RX�ZRXOG�GR�LI�
\RX�ZHUH�WR�HQFRXQWHU�&KULVW�SHUVRQDOO\"

���:RUVKLS�+LP�
� � �&RQIHVV� \RXU� VLQV� WR�+LP�DQG� DVN� IRU�+LV�

IRUJLYHQHVV�
����7KDQN�+LP�IRU�+LV�EOHVVLQJV�
� � �$VN� +LP� IRU� KHOS� IRU� \RXUVHOI� DQG�RU� IRU�

RWKHUV�
$VN� +LP� IRU� DQVZHUV� DQG� JXLGDQFH� RQ�
PDWWHUV�\RX�DUH�IDFLQJ�

:HOO��&KULVW�LV�WKHUH�LQ�\RXU�JURXS�PHHWLQJ�LQ�
WKH�SHUVRQ�RI�WKH�+RO\�6SLULW��

7KH�(PPDXV� URDG� LQFLGHQW� DOVR� WHOOV� XV� WKDW�
VRPHWLPHV� WKH� SUHVHQFH� RI� &KULVW� LV� QRW�
DFFHVVLEOH�WR�RXU�VHQVHV�Ī«WKH\�ZHUH�NHSW�IURP�
UHFRJQL]LQJ�KLP��Y���ī��%XW�ZKHWKHU�ZH�IHHO�+LV�
SUHVHQFH�RU�QRW��&KULVW�ZDONV�DPRQJ�XV��,Q�WKH�
ZRUGV�RI�WKH�ROG�2UWKRGR[�JUHHWLQJ�

1.
2.

3.
4.

5.
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'HFODUDWLRQ��³&KULVW�LV�LQ�RXU�PLGVW�´

5HVSRQVH��³+H�LV�DQG�HYHU�VKDOO�EH�´

7KLV�WKHQ�LV�WKH�¿UVW�DQG�PRVW�LPSRUWDQW�PDUN�
RI� D� KHDOWK\� VPDOO� JURXS��7KHLU�PHHWLQJV� DUH�
&KULVWĥDZDUH�DQG�&KULVWĥGLUHFWHG��

&KDSWHU��������



R e ading

:H� KDYH� UHSHDWHGO\� VHHQ�� IURP�$ULVWRWOH� RQ��
WKDW�DOO�IULHQGVKLS�LV�EDVHG�RQ�NRLQRQLD��D�µWKLUG�
IDFWRU¶�KHOG�LQ�FRPPRQ�E\�WKH�IULHQGV��,Q�WKH�
FDVH�DW�KDQG��WKLV�WKLUG�IDFWRU�LV�QRW�D�SDUWLFXODU�
LQWHUHVW�RU�REMHFW�EXW�WKH�5LVHQ�&KULVW��PDGH�
SUHVHQW�LQ�WKH�FRPPXQLW\�E\�WKH�DFWLYLW\�RI�WKH�
+RO\�6SLULW��µ:KHUH�WZR�RU�WKUHH�DUH�JDWKHUHG�
WRJHWKHU� LQ� P\� 1DPH�� ,� DP� WKHUH� LQ� WKHLU�
PLGVW�¶� VDLG� -HVXV� Ī0DWWKHZ� �����ī��7R� SXW� LW�
VXFFLQFWO\��&KULVWLDQ�IULHQGVKLS�LV�IULHQGVKLS�LQ�
&KULVW��,W�PXVW�HQGHDYRU�E\�DOO�PHDQV�SRVVLEOH�
WR� NHHS� WKH� OLYLQJ� &KULVW� DV� LWV� IRFXV�� 7KLV�
PHDQV� URRWLQJ� LWVHOI� LQ� SUD\HU�� LQ� UHÀHFWLRQ�
RQ�WKH�ZRUG�RI�*RG��LQ�WKH�FHOHEUDWLRQ�RI�WKH�
VDFUDPHQWV�ħ� DOO� UHDOLWLHV� WKDW� SRLQW� EH\RQG�
WKH� KXPDQ� GLPHQVLRQ� RI� WKH� FRPPXQLW\� WR�
ZKDW�JLYHV�LW�LWV�LGHQWLW\�DQG�FRKHVLRQ�

%URWKHU� -RKQ� RI� 7DL]H�� )ULHQGV� ,Q� &KULVW�
Ī0DU\NQROO��1<��2UELV�%RRNV������ī������

³

³

��������:DONLQJ�ZLWK�WKH�5LVHQ�&KULVW



R ecommendations

7KH�RSHQLQJ�SUD\HU�VKRXOG�EH�DGGUHVVHG�
WR� *RG� DQG� LQFOXGH� D� UHTXHVW� IRU� WKH�
/RUG�WR�KHOS�WKH�JURXS�WR�EH�DZDUH�RI�+LV�
SUHVHQFH�

:RUVKLS�ZLWK�VLQJLQJ�VKRXOG�EH�GLUHFWHG�
WR�WKH�/RUG�DQG�QRW�WUHDWHG�DV�MXVW�D�ZDUP�
XS�WR�RWKHU�WKLQJV�OLNH�WKH�%LEOH�VWXG\�

$OO� FRPSRQHQWV� RI� WKH� PHHWLQJ� VKRXOG�
EH�GRQH�ZLWK�RSHQQHVV�WR�ZKDW�WKH�ULVHQ�
&KULVW�LV�VD\LQJ�WR�XV��

1

2

3
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